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LAW ON FOREIGNERS 
 

"Official Gazette of the Republic of Serbia" No. 24/2018, 31/2019, and 62/2023 
 

I. BASIC PROVISIONS  
 

Subject of the Law  
Article 1 

 
This law regulates the conditions for the entry, movement, residence, and return of foreigners, as well 
as the competence and duties of the state administration authorities of the Republic of Serbia in 
relation to the entry, movement, residence of foreigners on the territory of the Republic of Serbia and 
their return from the Republic of Serbia.  
 

Application of the Law  
Article 2 

 
(1) This law does not apply to foreigners who: 
 

1. have applied for asylum or have been granted asylum or temporary protection in the Republic 
of Serbia, unless otherwise provided by law; 

2. enjoy privileges and immunities under international law in a manner that excludes them from 
the application of this law; 

3. have acquired refugee status under the Law on Refugees. (2) Stateless persons shall be subject 
to the provisions of the Convention on the Status of Stateless Persons if it is more favorable for 
them.  

 
Meaning of Terms 

Article 3 
 
(1) Certain terms used in this law have the following meanings: 

4. foreigner is any person who is not a citizen of the Republic of Serbia; 
5. competent authority is an organizational unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Directorate of 

Police - off-site, responsible for matters related to the movement and residence of foreigners; 
6. border police is an organizational unit of the Ministry of Internal Affairs, Directorate of Police 

- headquarters, responsible for border control and matters related to the movement and 
residence of foreigners; 

7. diplomatic-consular representation of the Republic of Serbia (hereinafter: diplomatic-
consular representation) is a permanent diplomatic mission and consular representation 
of the Republic of Serbia abroad authorized to issue visas as defined in the Vienna Convention 
on Consular Relations; 

8. entry is the arrival of a foreigner on the territory of the Republic of Serbia, approved by the 
border police, by crossing the state border or border crossing where border control is 
performed, with the stay of foreigners in the transit area of an airport, anchorage of a port, or 
harbor through which international traffic is conducted not considered entry into the Republic 
of Serbia within the meaning of this law; 

9. transit is crossing the territory of the Republic of Serbia; 
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10. border control includes the control of individuals and travel documents, the control of means 
of transportation, and the control of items conducted at the border crossing area concerning 
the intended crossing of the state border or immediately after crossing the state border and 
other controls in accordance with the law; 

11. reasons for the protection of the security of the Republic of Serbia are the need to protect vital 
and enduring national values established by the Constitution and the law, including the 
security of its citizens; 

12. stateless person is a foreigner whom no state, under its national legislation, considers its 
citizen; 

13. country of origin is the state whose citizenship the foreigner has, or the country in which the 
stateless person had a habitual residence; 

14. habitual residence is the place where a foreigner resides under circumstances that can lead to 
the conclusion that the person has not resided there only temporarily; 

15. foreign travel document is a personal, family, joint, diplomatic, or official passport, a seafarer's 
book, and a crew member's book provided with a visa and other documents recognized as 
travel documents by international agreements, which can establish the identity of its holder, 
whose validity has not expired, and which has been issued in accordance with the regulations 
of a foreign state or the relevant act of an international organization; 

16. foreigner's identity card is an identity document issued to a foreigner with permanent 
residence in the Republic of Serbia and represents permission for permanent residence of a 
foreigner in the Republic of Serbia; 13a) residence and work permit is a permit for the 
temporary residence and work of a foreigner in the Republic of Serbia; 13b) temporary 
residence permit is approval of the temporary residence of a foreigner in the Republic of 
Serbia; 13c) unified web portal (hereinafter: unified portal) is a publicly accessible portal on 
the internet through which foreign nationals can electronically submit requests in accordance 
with this law, technically maintained by the authority responsible for the design, coordination, 
development, and functioning of e-government; 

17. carrier is a legal entity, entrepreneur, or individual registered for public passenger 
transportation by air, road, water, or rail; 

18. minor is a foreigner who has not reached the age of eighteen; 
19. unaccompanied minor is a foreigner who has not reached the age of eighteen and who, upon 

entering the Republic of Serbia, does not have the accompaniment of a parent, guardian, or 
responsible adult, or who has been left without the accompaniment of a parent or guardian or 
the accompaniment of an adult responsible for them after entering the Republic of Serbia; 

20. employment is the establishment of an employment relationship or the engagement of a 
foreigner as regulated by the regulations governing the employment of foreigners in the 
Republic of Serbia; 

21. family reunification is the entry and residence of immediate family members of a citizen of the 
Republic of Serbia or a foreigner who lawfully resides in the territory of the Republic of Serbia 
for the purpose of preserving the family unity; 

22. student is a foreign national enrolled in an accredited higher education institution for the 
purpose of obtaining higher education in accordance with the regulations governing higher 
education; 

23. pupil is a foreign national enrolled in primary or secondary education in accordance with the 
regulations governing primary and secondary education; 

24. scientific research is creative work carried out systematically to raise the level of knowledge 
and its application in all fields of science in accordance with the regulations governing 
scientific research; 

25. scientific research organization is a public or private organization engaged in scientific 
research in the Republic of Serbia; 

26. scientific researcher is a foreign national who has obtained a doctoral degree in a specific field 
of science or has the appropriate higher education qualifications allowing access to doctoral 
studies, and has been chosen by a scientific research organization to conduct their research 
activities; 

27. particularly vulnerable persons are: persons with disabilities, elderly persons, pregnant 
women, single parents of minor children, victims of torture, rape, or any other form of serious 
violence (including violence in family and partner relationships that may be caused by gender, 
sex, sexual orientation, and gender identity), victims of human trafficking, persons in their 
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country of origin facing the risk of torture, inhuman or degrading treatment or punishment 
due to their sexual orientation or gender identity, minors and unaccompanied minors; 

28. illegal stay is the presence of a foreigner on the territory of the Republic of Serbia who does not 
meet or no longer meets the conditions for entry or further stay in the territory of the Republic 
of Serbia; 

29. return is the process of returning a foreigner, voluntarily or forcibly, to the country of origin, 
transit country in accordance with bilateral agreements or readmission agreements, or a 
country to which the foreigner voluntarily returns and where they will be accepted; 

30. forced removal is the execution of the obligation to return with the use of police powers; 
31. reception center for foreigners (hereinafter: reception center) is a facility for the 

accommodation of foreigners who are not allowed entry into the country or for whom a 
decision on expulsion, removal from the country, or return has been made but who cannot be 
immediately removed and who are, in accordance with the law, subject to enhanced police 
supervision; 

32. address of residence is the city, municipality, settlement, street, house number, floor, and 
apartment number at which the foreigner intends to reside during the approved temporary 
residence in the Republic of Serbia.  

 
Gender Neutrality of Terms 

Article 4 
 
All terms used in this law have equal gender significance, regardless of whether they are used in 
the male or female gender, and they equally refer to both male and female genders.  
 

Use of Travel Document 
Article 5 

 
(1) A foreigner with multiple citizenship is considered a citizen of the state that issued the travel 
document with which they entered the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) During their stay and upon exit from the Republic of Serbia, a foreigner is obliged to use the 
travel document of the state with which they entered the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(3) If a foreigner changes their name or surname during their stay in the Republic of Serbia, they 
must obtain a new travel document with changed personal data within six months of the change.  
 

Entry and Stay of Foreigners 
Article 6 

 
A foreigner may enter and stay in the Republic of Serbia under the conditions specified in this law, 
with a valid travel document with a visa or residence permit, unless otherwise provided by law or 
international agreement.  
 

Compliance with the Law 
Article 7 

 
(1) A foreigner is obliged to cooperate with the state authorities responsible for foreigners under 
this law and to provide all necessary documentation, evidence, and information necessary for the 
proceedings in accordance with this law, which the competent authority cannot collect 
independently.  
 
(2) The competent authority assigns a registration number to the foreigner, ex officio or at the 
request of the party.  
 
(3) The structure of the registration number of a foreigner is determined in accordance with the 
provisions of the Law on the Unique Master Citizen Number, in such a way that a foreigner with 
permanent residence and a foreigner granted asylum in the Republic of Serbia are assigned the 
registry number 06, while other categories of foreigners are assigned the registry number 66.  
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(4) In order to conduct the procedures prescribed by this law, the collection and gathering of 
biometric data of foreigners (photographs, fingerprints and palm prints, and signatures) shall be 
carried out in accordance with the regulation on records and data processing in the field of 
internal affairs.  
 

Obligations of State Authorities, Legal Entities, and Individuals 
Article 8 

 
(1) State authorities, legal entities, entrepreneurs, or individuals are obliged to immediately inform 
the competent authority about a foreigner who illegally resides or for whom there are conditions 
for the cessation of the right to temporary residence or permanent residence in the Republic of 
Serbia.  
 
(2) A court that has rendered a final judgment declaring a foreigner guilty of a criminal offense for 
which the foreigner is prosecuted ex officio or liable for a misdemeanor must immediately inform 
the competent authority thereof.  
 
(3) The Correctional Service shall inform the competent authority before releasing a foreigner 
from detention.  
 
Protection of the Security of the Republic of Serbia and Its Citizens in the Process of 

Deciding on the Rights and Obligations of a Foreigner 
Article 9 

 
(1) In the process of deciding on the rights and obligations of a foreigner related to entry and 
residence in the territory of the Republic of Serbia, the Ministry of Internal Affairs obtains the 
opinion of the state authority responsible for the security of the Republic of Serbia regarding the 
assessment of whether the entry or residence of a foreigner in the territory of the Republic of 
Serbia constitutes an unacceptable security risk.  
 
(2) In order to prevent crime and enhance public safety, the organizational unit of the Ministry of 
Internal Affairs responsible for combating organized crime and terrorism may also provide an 
assessment of the security risk of entry or residence of a foreigner in the territory of the Republic 
of Serbia.  
 
(3) An unacceptable security risk exists if the available data and information indicate that the 
foreigner advocates, incites, assists, prepares, or engages in activities that threaten the 
constitutional order and security of the Republic of Serbia, the goods protected by international 
law, and the national, regional, and global security important to the Republic of Serbia and its legal 
order.  
 
(4) The authorities referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article, in the process of making an 
assessment of the security risk, collect and verify personal data and related data in accordance 
with the regulation on records and data processing in the field of internal affairs.  
 
(5) In the process referred to in paragraph (4) of this Article, interviews may be conducted with the 
person whose rights and obligations are being decided, with persons associated with them, and 
with other persons, data may be collected from legal entities, competent state authorities, records, 
registers, collections, and databases kept on the basis of law, and other actions may be taken in 
accordance with the law and regulations adopted on the basis of the law.  
 
(6) The authorities referred to in paragraphs (1) and (2) of this Article, when making an 
assessment of the security risk based on the collected data, shall consider whether the entry and 
residence of a foreigner in the territory of the state endanger the security of the Republic of Serbia 
and its citizens to the extent that it constitutes an unacceptable security risk.  
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(7) Data from paragraph (5) of this Article shall be classified as confidential in accordance with the 
provisions of the law regulating data secrecy.  
 
(8) If, in the process of deciding on the rights and obligations of a foreigner, it is assessed that the 
entry and residence of a foreigner in the country constitute an unacceptable security risk, the 
competent authority shall issue a decision denying entry or residence to the foreigner in the 
Republic of Serbia, unless there are reasons specified in Article 83, paragraph 3, of this law.  
 
(9) In the process of deciding on the appeal, the second-instance authority shall have access to the 
facts and circumstances on which the negative assessment of the security risk is based and shall 
handle them in accordance with the provisions of the law regulating data secrecy. 

 
Procedural Rules in the Process of Deciding on the Rights and Obligations of Foreigners 

Article 10 
 
(1) In the process of deciding on the rights and obligations of foreigners as prescribed by this law, the 
provisions of the law regulating general administrative procedure shall apply unless otherwise 
specified by this law.  
 
(2) Administrative matters prescribed by this law shall be resolved through direct decision-making 
procedures.  
 

II. ENTRY AND EXIT OF FOREIGNERS FROM THE 
REPUBLIC OF SERBIA  

 
Border Control 

Article 11 
 
Border control of foreigners shall be carried out upon entry and exit from the Republic of Serbia, in 
accordance with the law.  
 

Entry and Exit Based on a Common Travel Document 
Article 12 

 
(1) A foreigner who is listed in the travel document of another person may enter and exit from the 
Republic of Serbia only with the person in whose travel document they are listed.  
 
(2) Foreigners who share a common travel document may enter and exit from the Republic of Serbia 
together.  
 
(3) Foreigners listed in a common travel document must also have an identity document with a 
photograph.  
 
(4) The group leader must possess their own travel document.  
 

Obligations of Carriers, Organizers of Tourist or Business Trips, and Inviters 
Article 13 

 
(1) A carrier may bring a foreigner to a border crossing point only if the foreigner possesses a valid 
travel document with a visa or residence permit unless otherwise determined by law or international 
agreement.  
 
(2) If entry to the Republic of Serbia is denied to a foreigner, the carrier who brought them must, at 
their own expense, transport the foreigner away without delay. If transportation cannot be arranged 
within a reasonable time, the carrier is responsible for the costs of the foreigner's stay and forced 
removal from the Republic of Serbia.  
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(3) The provisions of paragraph (2) of this Article also apply to carriers who brought a foreigner into 
the international transit area of an airport if another carrier refuses to transport the foreigner to the 
destination country or if entry to the destination country is denied to the foreigner.  
 
(4) When a foreigner who entered the Republic of Serbia as a participant in a tourist or business trip 
unlawfully resides in the Republic of Serbia, and this unlawful residence is due to the organizer's 
negligence, the organizer must, if the foreigner lacks means, cover the costs of their stay and forced 
removal.  
 
(5) The obligation from paragraph (4) of this Article also applies to a natural or legal person based on 
whose invitation letter a visa was issued to the foreigner if, after entering the Republic of Serbia, the 
foreigner is found to be residing unlawfully, and this unlawful residence is due to the inviter's 
negligence.  
 

Special Obligations - Legality of Stay 
Article 13a 

 
(1) Organizers of tourist or business trips and inviters are obliged to ensure that a foreigner who comes 
to the Republic of Serbia in their organization or on the basis of an invitation letter stays in the country 
in accordance with the provisions of this law and to take measures to prevent the foreigner's unlawful 
stay after entering the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) To reduce the risk of a foreigner's unlawful stay, organizers of tourist or business trips and inviters 
must take measures and actions related to providing conditions for the foreigner's legal stay in the 
territory of the Republic of Serbia, including: 

1. Ensuring that the foreigner stays in the territory of the Republic of Serbia in accordance with 
the provisions of this law. 

2. Providing the foreigner with a return ticket to their home country or another country, in the 
case of a visa issued based on an invitation letter.  

 
(3) If a foreigner has entered the Republic of Serbia with a long-term employment visa, the inviter, on 
whose invitation letter the visa was issued, must take measures and actions related to providing 
conditions for the foreigner's legal stay and work in the Republic of Serbia, including: 

 
1) Ensuring that the foreigner works in the territory of the Republic of Serbia in 

accordance with the provisions of this law and regulations governing the employment 
of foreigners in the Republic of Serbia. 

2) Completing the necessary registration of the foreigner for mandatory social security by 
the law. 

3) Providing the foreigner with a return ticket to their home country after completing the 
business activities for which they came to the Republic of Serbia, in order to ensure 
their legal departure from the territory of the Republic of Serbia.  

 
Illegal Entry 

Article 14 
 
(1) Entry into the Republic of Serbia is considered illegal if it occurs: 

 
1. outside a designated border crossing point; 
2. by avoiding border control; 
3. without a travel or other document for crossing the state border; 
4. by using another person's invalid or forged travel or other document; 
5. by providing false information to the border police; 
6. while a protective measure of removal, a security measure of expulsion of a foreigner, or an 

entry ban is in effect.  
(2) It is prohibited to assist or attempt to assist a foreign national in entering the Republic of 
Serbia illegally, transiting through the territory of the Republic of Serbia illegally, or residing 
illegally in the territory of the Republic of Serbia.  
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(3) Assisting in the context of paragraph (2) of this Article does not include assistance provided for 
life-saving purposes, prevention of injury, the provision of emergency medical care, the provision 
of humanitarian aid, or assistance for humanitarian reasons, without the intention of preventing 
or delaying forced removal.  
 
 

Refusal of Entry 
Article 15 

 
(1) Border police shall refuse entry into the Republic of Serbia to a foreigner if: 

 
1. the foreigner does not have a valid travel document or visa, if required; 
2. the foreigner does not have sufficient means of support for the duration of their stay in the 

Republic of Serbia, return to their home country, or transit to another country, or if support is 
not otherwise guaranteed during their stay in the Republic of Serbia; 

3. the foreigner is in transit but does not meet the entry requirements for another transit country 
or the country of final destination; 

4. a protective measure of removal, a security measure of expulsion of the foreigner, or an entry 
ban is in effect for the foreigner; 

5. the foreigner does not have a vaccination certificate or other proof of not being affected by an 
epidemic infectious disease if coming from an area affected by such disease; 

6. the foreigner does not have travel health insurance for the period they intend to stay in the 
Republic of Serbia; 

7. the reasons for the protection of the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens require 
it; 

8. it is determined that there is a negative security risk assessment regarding the foreigner's entry 
and stay in the Republic of Serbia, in accordance with Article 9 of this law; 

9. it is an obligation of the Republic of Serbia in the context of implementing international 
restrictive measures; 

10. it is determined that the foreigner is using forged documents; 
11. the foreigner has already stayed in the Republic of Serbia for 90 days within 180 days, unless 

otherwise determined by international agreement, except for foreigners with a long-term stay 
visa (D visa) or approved temporary residence; 

12. there is a reasonable suspicion that the foreigner will not use their stay for the intended 
purpose; 

13. there is a reasonable suspicion that the foreigner will not leave the Republic of Serbia before 
the visa's expiry date, or if there is a possibility of illegal migration after entering the Republic 
of Serbia.  

 
(2) Entry shall be refused by issuing a refusal of entry decision in the prescribed form, which shall 
state the reasons for the refusal of entry as per paragraph (1) of this Article. The refusal of entry 
shall be recorded in the foreigner's travel document.  
 
(3) Exceptionally, a foreigner who is found to meet any of the hindrances listed in paragraph (1) of 
this Article may be allowed to enter the Republic of Serbia if there are humanitarian reasons for it, 
it is in the interest of the Republic of Serbia, or it is required by international obligations of the 
Republic of Serbia.  
 
(4) Entry shall be allowed by issuing an entry approval decision in the prescribed form, which shall 
state the reason for entry, the place and address of accommodation in the Republic of Serbia, the 
period during which the foreigner may legally stay in the Republic of Serbia, and the border 
crossing point at which the foreigner must exit the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(5) The appearance of the form for refusal of entry into the Republic of Serbia, the form for entry 
approval into the Republic of Serbia, and the method of entering data on refusal of entry shall be 
prescribed by the minister in charge of internal affairs.  
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(6) An appeal can be filed against the refusal of entry decision.  
 
(7) The Government shall prescribe in more detail the conditions for refusal of entry as per 
paragraph (1) subparagraphs 2), 5), 7), 8), and 12) of this Article.  
 

Entry and Stay without a Visa 
Article 16 

 
(1) By an international agreement or decision of the Government, citizens of certain countries may 
enter the Republic of Serbia without a visa if there are no hindrances as per Article 15 of this law.  
(2) The Government may decide that citizens of certain countries may enter the Republic of Serbia 
with a valid ID card if there are no hindrances as per Article 15 paragraph (1) subparagraphs 2)-13) 
of this law.  
 
(3) A foreigner who does not require a visa or travel document for entry into the Republic of Serbia 
may stay in the country for up to 90 days in any period of 180 days, counting from the day of the 
first entry, unless otherwise determined by an international agreement.  
 
(4) The day of entry into the Republic of Serbia and the day of exit from the Republic of Serbia 
shall be counted as days spent on the territory of the Republic of Serbia.  
 

Exit 
Article 17 

 
(1) A foreigner may freely exit the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) Exceptionally, border police may temporarily prohibit a foreigner from exiting the Republic of 

Serbia if: 
 

1. the foreigner does not possess a valid travel document or other document for crossing the state 
border; 

2. the foreigner does not possess a visa required for entry into another country; 
3. there is reasonable suspicion that the foreigner, by exiting the Republic of Serbia, could evade 

criminal or misdemeanor prosecution, serve a prison sentence, comply with a court order, be 
deprived of liberty, or fulfill a due property obligation, at the request of a competent state 
authority or court.  

 
(3) Upon cessation of the reasons from paragraph (2) of this Article, the foreigner shall be allowed 
to exit the Republic of Serbia.  
 
 

III. VISAS  
 

General Provisions 
Article 18 

 
(1) A visa is permission for entry, stay, or transit that a foreigner obtains before entering the 
territory of the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) Visas as per paragraph (1) of this Article shall be issued in electronic format.  
 
(3) Visas as per paragraph (1) of this Article may also be issued in the form of a sticker affixed to 
the foreigner's travel document.  
 
(4) An issued visa is not a guarantee that entry into the Republic of Serbia will be approved for the 
foreigner.  
 



 
 

 

9 

 

(5) The form of the electronic visa and detailed conditions for issuing electronic visas shall be 
prescribed by the minister in charge of foreign affairs.  
 

 
Types of Visas 

Article 19 
 
Types of visas are as follows: 
 
1. airport transit visa (visa A); 

 
2. short-stay visa (visa C); 

 
3. long-stay visa (visa D).  

 
Airport Transit Visa (Visa A) 

Article 20 
 
(1) A foreigner who does not leave the international transit area of an airport in the Republic of Serbia 
during a layover or whose entry into the territory of the Republic of Serbia is not required does not 
need a visa.  
 
(2) The Government of the Republic of Serbia may stipulate that citizens of certain countries must 
obtain an airport transit visa if it is required for the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens.  
 
(3) Airport transit visas are not required for foreigners who do not need a visa to enter the Republic of 
Serbia, foreigners with a valid visa for entry into the Republic of Serbia, members of the family of a 
citizen of the Republic of Serbia, holders of diplomatic and official passports, and members of aircraft 
crews, in accordance with the Convention on International Civil Aviation ("Official Gazette of the 
FNRJ - International Agreements and Other Treaties," No. 3/54).  
 
(4) Airport transit visas are issued with a validity period of up to 6 months and allow one or more 
transits through the international transit area of an airport without the possibility of entering the 
territory of the Republic of Serbia. 
 

Short Stay Visa (Visa C) 
Article 21 

 
(1) A short-stay visa is permission for entry into the Republic of Serbia, transit through the territory of 
the Republic of Serbia, or stay on the territory of the Republic of Serbia for up to 90 days in any period 
of 180 days, counting from the day of the first entry.  
 
(2) A short-stay visa is issued for all travel purposes except those for which a long-stay visa is issued or 
temporary stay is approved.  
 
(3) A short-stay visa cannot be a basis for applying for temporary stay in the Republic of Serbia, unless 
otherwise provided by this law. 
 
(4) A short-stay visa is issued for one, two, or multiple entries into the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(5) The validity period of a short-stay visa cannot exceed five years.  
 

Long Stay Visa (Visa D) 
Article 22 

 
(1) A long-stay visa is permission for entry and stay on the territory of the Republic of Serbia for a 
duration of 90 to 180 days.  
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(2) A foreigner, subject to the visa regime for entry into the Republic of Serbia, who intends to apply 
for temporary stay in the Republic of Serbia, must obtain a long-stay visa.  
 
(3) A foreigner who has been issued a long-stay visa based on employment is entitled to employment 
in accordance with the regulations governing the employment of foreigners.  
 
(4) The provision of paragraph (2) of this Article shall apply mutatis mutandis to a foreigner who 
intends to apply for the issuance of a single permit.  
 
 

Competence for Visa Issuance 
Article 23 

 
(1) A visa is issued by a diplomatic-consular mission, unless otherwise provided by this law.  
 
(2) A visa application shall be considered and decided upon by the diplomatic-consular mission in 
whose consular district the applicant lawfully resides.  
 
(3) Exceptionally, a diplomatic-consular mission may consider and decide on an application submitted 
by a foreigner who lawfully stays within its consular district but has no residence in that country, if the 
foreigner provides evidence of the urgency of traveling to the Republic of Serbia for which a visa is 
required.  
 
(4) In countries where the Republic of Serbia has no diplomatic-consular mission, mutual 
representation in the visa issuance process may be determined by international agreement.  
 
(5) In derogation from paragraph (1) of this Article, the border police may issue a short-stay visa, in 
accordance with Article 34 of this law.  
 

Foreign Travel Document 
Article 24 

 
(1) When applying for a visa, a foreigner must submit a foreign travel document that is valid for at least 
three months after the planned date of departure from the Republic of Serbia, contains at least two 
consecutive blank pages, and was issued within the last ten years.  
 
(2) Exceptionally, if it is in the interest of the Republic of Serbia or for humanitarian reasons, a 
foreigner may submit a foreign travel document that does not meet the conditions specified in 
paragraph (1) of this Article when applying for a visa.  
 
(3) If it is in the interest of the Republic of Serbia or for humanitarian reasons and the travel document 
is not recognized by the Republic of Serbia, the visa shall be affixed to the visa application form.  
 
(4) The form of the visa application and the method of entering the visa shall be prescribed by the 
minister in charge of foreign affairs.  
 

Submitting a Visa Application 
Article 25 

(1) A visa application must be submitted in person or electronically on the prescribed form, no earlier 
than three months before the planned date of travel.  
 
(2) A diplomatic-consular mission may exempt the personal submission of a visa application if it is 
determined that the applicant has lawfully used previously issued visas. Individuals listed in the visa 
applicant's travel document must submit separate visa requests on the prescribed form.  
 
(3) When submitting a visa application, a foreigner must provide: 
 

1. a completed visa application form; 
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2. a travel document; 
3. a photograph; 
4. proof of paid visa fee; 
5. evidence of the purpose and reasons for the stay in the Republic of Serbia; 
6. an invitation letter; 
7. appropriate and valid health insurance for travel.  

 
(4) The diplomatic-consular mission shall reject a visa application if the applicant fails to meet one or 
more general conditions listed in paragraph (3) of this Article or fails to submit the application within 
the prescribed time frame.  
 
(5) In case of rejection of a visa application, the documents submitted with the application and the 
amount of the visa fee paid shall be returned to the applicant.  
 
(6) In justified cases, when humanitarian reasons or the interest of the Republic of Serbia exist, a visa 
application may be considered even if not all general conditions listed in paragraph (3) of this Article 
are met.  
 
(7) If the visa application is considered, a stamp confirming the receipt of the visa application shall be 
affixed to the foreigner's travel document.  
 
(8) The stamp shall not be affixed to diplomatic and official travel documents.  
 
(9) The form for submitting a visa application and the stamp confirming the receipt of the application 
shall be prescribed by the minister responsible for foreign affairs.  
 
(10) The specific conditions for submitting a visa application electronically, the conditions for 
approving visas, and the form and content of an invitation letter shall be jointly determined by the 
ministers responsible for foreign affairs, internal affairs, and employment affairs.  
 

Proof of Meeting Visa Issuance Conditions 
Article 26 

 
(1) When applying for an airport transit visa, the applicant must provide evidence of the possibility of 
entering the next country on the planned route.  
 
(2) When applying for a short-stay visa, the applicant must provide evidence of: 
 

1. the purpose of the trip; 
2. sufficient funds for accommodation expenses or other accommodation-related evidence; 
3. the amount of available funds for subsistence during the intended stay and for returning to the 

country of origin or habitual residence; 
4. other evidence that can confirm the applicant's intention to leave the Republic of Serbia before 

the requested visa expires.  
 
(3) When applying for a long-stay visa, the applicant must, in addition to the evidence from 
paragraph (2) of this Article, provide evidence or documents that are required when submitting an 
application for temporary stay in the Republic of Serbia (depending on the basis of stay).  
 
(4) A diplomatic-consular mission may consider a visa application, in derogation from paragraph 
(2) of this Article, even if one or more pieces of evidence listed in paragraph (2) of this Article are 
not submitted, provided that the applicant has lawfully used previously issued visas and there is no 
suspicion that there are reasons for refusing entry to the foreigner in accordance with Article 36 of 
this law.  
 

Invitation Letter 
Article 27 
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(1) A legal or natural person inviting a foreigner for a private or business visit must provide an 
invitation letter.  
 
(2) The inviter, through the invitation letter, undertakes to cover the costs of the foreigner's stay, 
forced removal of the foreigner from the territory of the Republic of Serbia, as well as the costs of 
the foreigner's stay and accommodation in a reception center for foreigners if they cannot be 
collected from the foreigner.  
 
(3) If the inviter is a foreign national in the Republic of Serbia, the invitation letter must contain 
the statement referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article, information about the foreigner (name 
and surname of the foreigner, date of birth, foreign nationality, information about the travel 
document), information about the inviter (name and surname of the inviter, date of birth, 
nationality of the inviter, telephone number of the inviter, address where the inviter resides, 
reason for inviting the foreigner to the Republic of Serbia), and other information relevant to the 
visa issuance process. The invitation letter from a natural person must be certified by the 
competent authority.  
 
(4) If the inviter of a foreign national in the Republic of Serbia is a legal entity, the invitation letter 
must contain the statement referred to in paragraph (2) of this Article, information about the 
foreigner (name and surname of the foreigner, date of birth, foreign nationality, information about 
the travel document), the name, registered office, registration number, and tax identification 
number, signature, and seal of the responsible person in the legal entity inviting the foreigner, the 
reason for inviting the foreigner to the Republic of Serbia, and other information relevant to the 
visa issuance process.  
 

Travel Health Insurance 
Article 28 

 
(1) Visa applicants must provide evidence that they have adequate travel health insurance covering 
costs related to emergency medical care, emergency hospitalization, repatriation due to health 
reasons, or in the event of death during their stay in the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) The insurance period must not be shorter than the planned stay in the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(3) In derogation from paragraph (1) of this Article, holders of diplomatic travel documents and 
applicants for airport transit visas are not required to provide proof of travel health insurance.  
 

Verification of Conditions and Risk Assessment 
Article 29 

 
(1) Diplomatic-consular missions, in cooperation with the Ministry of Internal Affairs and the state 
authority responsible for the protection of the security of the Republic of Serbia, shall verify the 
information provided by visa applicants and inviters by checking records maintained in 
accordance with the law, confirming the accuracy of statements in the documentation submitted 
with the visa application, and assessing the validity of the purpose of travel. Personal data of visa 
applicants and related natural and legal persons shall be collected and processed in accordance 
with the law governing records and data processing in the field of internal affairs.  
 
(2) Before issuing a visa, the diplomatic-consular mission shall obtain prior consent from the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs.  
 
(3) Exceptionally, the diplomatic-consular mission shall not obtain prior consent from the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs when it is necessary to issue a visa urgently for humanitarian reasons, 
force majeure, or the interests of the Republic of Serbia. 
 
(4) Prior consent shall be given by the Ministry of Internal Affairs based on the results of an 
assessment by the competent authority at the foreigner's point of entry, the results of an 
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assessment by the state authority responsible for the protection of the security of the Republic of 
Serbia, and other operational information available in the specific case.  
 
(5) The competent authority at the foreigner's point of entry shall conduct an interview with the 
inviter and determine the circumstances of the foreigner's arrival in the Republic of Serbia, 
perform checks through records maintained in accordance with the law, and take other actions in 
accordance with the law and regulations adopted on the basis of the law to determine the facts 
necessary to assess the validity of the visa application.  
 
(6) When issuing a long-stay visa based on employment, the organization responsible for 
employment matters shall provide an assessment of the foreigner's eligibility for employment in 
the Republic of Serbia to the competent authority.  
 
(7) The deadline for obtaining prior consent under this Article is ten days from the date of receipt 
of a complete visa application for consideration.  
 
(8) The deadline may be extended up to 25 days if there are justified reasons.  
 
(9) When verifying the information and documentation submitted with the visa application, it 
shall be determined whether one or more of the reasons for refusing a visa listed in Article 36 of 
this law exist.  
 
(10) In justified cases, the diplomatic-consular mission or the competent authority may request 
the visa applicant or the inviter to provide additional information and documentation to complete 
the application.  
 
(11) If a visa application is re-examined, the previous rejection of the visa application cannot be a 
reason for refusing a new visa application.  
 

Deadlines for Deciding on a Visa Application 
Article 30 

 
(1) A decision on a visa application shall be made within 15 days from the date of submission of the 
application.  
 
(2) The deadline referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article may be extended up to 30 days if there 
are justified reasons.  
 

Visa Issuance 
Article 31 

 
(1) The validity period of a visa, the duration of stay, and the number of entries into the Republic of 
Serbia shall be determined in accordance with the facts established in accordance with Article 29 
of this law.  
 
(2) An airport transit visa, as well as a short-stay visa for one or two entries into the Republic of 
Serbia, shall be issued with a validity period that is 15 days longer than the approved duration of 
stay, unless the security reasons of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens require otherwise.  
 
(3) In the case of transit, a short-stay visa shall be issued with a duration of stay corresponding to 
the time required for transit.  
 
(4) A short-stay visa for multiple entries shall be issued with a validity period longer than 180 days 
if the applicant has demonstrated the need or justified the intention to travel regularly to the 
Republic of Serbia for business or private reasons or if it has been determined that the applicant 
has lawfully used previously issued visas.  
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(5) A long-stay visa shall be issued for multiple entries with a validity period of no less than 90 
days and no more than 180 days.  
 
(6) A foreigner who has been issued a visa must stay in the Republic of Serbia in accordance with 
the purpose or basis for which the visa was issued. 

 
Filling out the Visa Sticker and Inserting it into the Travel Document 

Article 32 
 
(1) The visa sticker is filled out by machine before being inserted into the foreigner's travel document. 
The printed visa sticker cannot be corrected.  
 
(2) Exceptionally, the visa sticker can be manually filled out, with the consent of the ministry 
responsible for foreign affairs, only in case of technical problems, force majeure, and the impossibility 
of printing the visa sticker. Changes cannot be made to a manually filled out visa sticker. Information 
about a manually filled out visa is entered into the Visa Information System.  
 
(3) The appearance and method of inserting the visa sticker into a foreign travel document are 
determined by the minister responsible for foreign affairs.  
 

Cancellation of the Visa Sticker 
Article 33 

 
(1) If a diplomatic-consular mission discovers an error on a filled-out visa sticker, such visa sticker is 
canceled by crossing it out.  
 
(2) If the visa sticker from paragraph (1) of this Article has been inserted into the foreigner's travel 
document, the visa sticker is canceled by crossing it out, and a new sticker is inserted on the next blank 
page of the travel document.  
 

Issuing a Visa at the Border Crossing Point 
Article 34 

 
(1) In derogation from Article 23, paragraph (1) of this law, and if there are no impediments as 
prescribed by Article 36, paragraph (1) of this law, a visa for a short stay for a single entry with a 
validity period of up to 15 days may be issued at the border crossing point to a foreigner who has not 
had the opportunity to apply for a visa at a diplomatic-consular mission when it is in the interest of the 
Republic of Serbia or there are humanitarian or professional reasons.  
 
(2) In the case of transit, the visa is issued with the necessary validity period for transit.  
 
(3) Before issuing the visa from paragraph (1) of this Article, an assessment shall be obtained from the 
state authority responsible for the security of the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(4) The foreigner submits a request for a visa in person, on the prescribed form, at the border crossing 
point where they are located. When submitting a visa request, the foreigner also provides evidence of 
the reasons for entering the Republic of Serbia as specified in paragraph (1) of this Article.  
 
(5) A decision to reject a request for a visa at the border crossing point and the reasons for it shall be 
delivered to the foreigner on the prescribed form.  
 
(6) An appeal may be filed against the decision to reject the request for a visa at the border crossing 
point.  
 
(7) The appearance of the form for rejecting a visa request at the border crossing point is determined 
by the minister responsible for internal affairs.  
 

Extension of the Validity Period of the Visa 
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Article 35 
 
(1) The validity period of a visa and the duration of stay indicated in the visa cannot be extended.  
 
(2) Exceptionally, the validity period of a visa for a short stay or the duration of stay indicated in the 
visa may be extended at the request of the foreigner if humanitarian or professional reasons, or force 
majeure, require it.  
 
(3) The request must be submitted in person to the competent authority before the visa's validity 
period or duration of stay expires, along with evidence of the circumstances and facts from paragraph 
(2) of this Article. The foreigner may lawfully stay in the territory of the Republic of Serbia while the 
request for a visa extension is being processed.  
 
(4) The visa is extended by inserting a visa sticker into the foreigner's passport, and the total period of 
the foreigner's stay in the Republic of Serbia, based on the previously issued visa sticker and the visa 
sticker issued under this Article, cannot exceed 90 days.  
 
(5) A decision to reject a request to extend the validity period of a visa, along with the reasons for it, 
shall be delivered on the prescribed form.  
 
(6) An appeal may be filed against the decision to reject the extension of the validity period of a visa.  
 
(7) The appearance of the form for rejecting the extension of the validity period of a visa is determined 
by the minister responsible for internal affairs.  
 

Rejection of Visa Application 
Article 36 

 
(1) A diplomatic-consular mission shall reject a visa application if: 
 

1. the foreigner submits a travel document that does not meet the requirements prescribed in 
Article 24, paragraph (1) of this law; 

2. the foreigner does not meet the entry requirements for another country or returning to their 
country of origin or habitual residence; 

3. there is an expulsion order or a security measure of expulsion, or an entry ban is in effect for 
the foreigner; 

4. the foreigner does not have a vaccination certificate or other proof of not being infected when 
coming from an area affected by an epidemic; 

5. the foreigner does not have travel health insurance for the intended stay in the Republic of 
Serbia; 

6. the foreigner poses an unacceptable security risk to the security of the Republic of Serbia and 
its citizens; 

7. the foreigner applies for a short-stay visa to the Republic of Serbia and has stayed in the 
country for 90 days out of the last 180 days; 

8. a negative security risk assessment from Article 9 of this law has been made regarding the 
foreigner's entry and stay in the territory of the Republic of Serbia; 

9. there is reasonable suspicion that the stay will not be used for the intended purpose; 
10. the foreigner submits a forged travel document; 
11. there is reasonable doubt about the credibility of the accompanying documentation submitted 

with the visa application or the credibility of the foreigner's statement; 
12. the foreigner does not provide proof of sufficient funds for the period of the planned stay and 

for returning to the country of origin or habitual residence; 
13. there is reasonable doubt that the foreigner will not leave the Republic of Serbia before the 

visa's expiry date, or there is a possibility of unlawful migration after entering the Republic of 
Serbia; 

14. there is reasonable doubt that the foreigner will not act in accordance with the legal order of 
the Republic of Serbia; 
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15. it is evident that a marriage or de facto partnership has been established for the purpose of 
obtaining a visa; 

16. the foreigner does not personally respond to the invitation of the diplomatic-consular mission 
of the Republic of Serbia; 

17. it is determined that the foreigner does not meet the necessary requirements for a long-stay 
visa.  

(2) Exceptionally, a visa may be issued for humanitarian reasons, if it is in the interest of the 
Republic of Serbia, or if international obligations require it.  
 
(3) A decision to reject a visa application, along with the reasons for it, shall be delivered on the 
prescribed form.  
 
(4) An appeal may be filed against the decision to reject a visa application.  
 
(5) The appearance of the form for rejecting a visa application is determined by the minister 
responsible for foreign affairs.  
 

Cancellation and Revocation of the Visa 
Article 37 

 
(1) The visa is canceled when it is determined that the conditions for its issuance were not met at 
the time it was issued.  
 
(2) The visa is revoked when it is subsequently determined that the conditions that existed at the 
time of its issuance no longer exist.  
 
(3) The visa may be revoked at the request of the foreigner who holds a valid visa.  
 
(4) The visa is canceled or revoked by the diplomatic-consular mission, border police, or the 
competent authority.  
 
(5) A decision to revoke or cancel the visa, along with the reasons for it, shall be delivered on the 
prescribed form.  
 
(6) An appeal may be filed against the decision to cancel or revoke the visa, except when the visa 
was revoked at the request of the foreigner to whom the visa was issued.  
 
(7) The appearance of the form for canceling or revoking the visa, as well as the method of 
canceling and revoking the visa, are determined by the minister responsible for foreign affairs.  
 

Right to Appeal 
Article 38 

 
(1) A foreigner may file an appeal with the authority that issued the decision against the decision to 
reject a visa application, a request for a visa at the border crossing point, the cancellation, 
revocation of a visa, the extension of the visa's validity period, or the rejection of entry into the 
Republic of Serbia, within eight days from the date of receiving the decision. The appeal is 
submitted in writing, in Serbian, with the prescribed administrative fee.  
 
(2) The decision on the appeal against the decision from paragraph (1) of this Article is made by 
the ministry responsible for foreign affairs for decisions issued by the diplomatic-consular mission 
and by the Ministry of Internal Affairs for decisions issued by the border police and the competent 
authority, within 60 days from the date of receiving the appeal.  
 
(3) An appeal against the decision from paragraph (1) of this Article does not postpone its 
execution unless one of the reasons prescribed by Article 83 of this law exists.  
 
(4) A lawsuit can be initiated against the decision issued in the second-instance proceedings. 
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IV. RESIDENCE OF FOREIGNERS  
 

Short-term stay of a foreigner 
Article 39 

 
(1) A foreign national may reside in the Republic of Serbia on a short-term stay, a stay based on a long-
term visa, temporary residence, or permanent settlement.  
 
(2) The short-term stay of a foreign national in the Republic of Serbia is a stay without a visa for up to 
90 days in any 180-day period, counting from the date of the first entry, unless otherwise provided by 
an international agreement, as well as a stay based on a short-stay visa.  
 
(3) If during the short-term stay of a foreigner, any of the reasons prescribed by this law for imposing a 
ban occurs, the competent authority may, by decision, cancel the short-term stay of the foreigner, 
impose a ban on entry into the Republic of Serbia for a certain period of time, and specify a deadline 
for leaving the Republic of Serbia, which cannot exceed 30 days.  
 
(4) Provisions of Article 78 of this law shall apply mutatis mutandis to the imposition of a ban.  
 
(5) The foreigner may file an appeal with the competent authority against the decision to cancel the 
short-term stay and the entry ban within 15 days from the date of receiving the decision. The appeal 
shall be submitted in writing, in Serbian, along with the prescribed fee.  
 
(6) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal.  
 
(7) The appeal does not postpone the execution of the decision.  
 
(8) The provisions of paragraphs (3)-(7) of this Article shall apply mutatis mutandis to the cancellation 
of the stay of a foreigner who resides in the Republic of Serbia based on a long-term visa.  
 

Temporary residence 
Article 40 

 
(1) Temporary residence is a permit for the stay of a foreign national in the Republic of Serbia and may 
be granted to a foreigner who intends to stay in the Republic of Serbia for more than 90 days in a 180-
day period, longer than the stay period specified in international agreements, or longer than the period 
for which a long-term visa is issued, on the basis of: 

1. employment; 
2. education or learning the Serbian language; 
3. studying; 
4. participating in international exchange programs for students or students; 
5. professional specialization, training, and practice; 
6. scientific research work or other scientific educational activities; 
7. family reunification; 
8. performing religious service; 
9. medical treatment or care; 
10. ownership of real estate; 
11. humanitarian stay; 
12. the status of a presumed victim of human trafficking; 
13. the status of a victim of human trafficking; 
14. other justified reasons in accordance with the law or international agreements.  
 
(2) In cases specified in paragraph (1), sub-items 2)-4) and 6)-14) of this Article, a temporary 
residence permit is issued, and in cases specified in sub-item 1) and 5), a single permit is issued.  
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(3) A foreigner granted temporary residence on any of the grounds prescribed in paragraph (1) of 
this Article shall be required to stay in the Republic of Serbia in accordance with the basis for 
which the stay was granted.  
 
(4) Exceptionally, and in accordance with the interests of the Republic of Serbia, the Government, 
by a regulation, establishes categories of foreigners, criteria, the manner, and detailed conditions 
for granting temporary residence to foreigners, such as: foreign investors in the Republic of Serbia, 
foreign talents, foreigners engaged in innovation activities, foreigners of Serbian origin, digital 
nomad foreigners, highly qualified foreigners, and others.  
 

Submission of a temporary residence application and deadlines 
Article 41 

 
(1) A foreigner submits a request for approval or extension of temporary residence personally or 
electronically to the competent authority on the prescribed form.  
 
(2) A foreigner who has lawfully entered the Republic of Serbia and does not require a visa for 
entry, as well as a foreigner who has entered the Republic of Serbia with a long-term visa and 
lawfully resides in the Republic of Serbia, shall submit a request for temporary residence.  
 
(3) A foreigner may submit a request for temporary residence in the Republic of Serbia 
electronically and from abroad.  
 
(4) Exceptionally, in cases of humanitarian reasons or force majeure, or in the interest of the 
Republic of Serbia, a foreigner who has lawfully entered and lawfully resides in the Republic of 
Serbia with a short-stay visa may submit a request for approval of temporary residence, along with 
evidence of the existence of the stated reasons.  
 
(5) The basis for submitting a request for temporary residence must be identical to the basis for 
issuing a long-term visa.  
 
(6) A request for the extension of temporary residence may be submitted no earlier than three 
months and no later than the expiration of the temporary residence permit.  
 
(7) A foreigner who timely submits a request for approval of temporary residence or an extension 
thereof may stay and work in the Republic of Serbia until the completion of the first-instance 
proceedings or until the completion of the second-instance proceedings in case of filing an appeal 
against the decision to reject the request.  
 
(8) If it is in the interest of the Republic of Serbia, or if there are humanitarian reasons or force 
majeure, the competent authority may consider a request for the extension of temporary residence 
submitted after the expiration of the valid temporary residence, provided that the time period 
between the expiration of the previous temporary residence and the submission of the request for 
extension is shorter than three months.  
 
(9) If the competent authority approves the extension of temporary residence under paragraph (8) 
of this Article, the period between the expiration of the previously approved temporary residence 
and the submission of the request for extension shall be considered lawful and continuous 
residence.  
 
(10) The prescribed fee shall be paid for the procedure of issuing a temporary residence permit 
electronically, in accordance with the law.  
 

Article 41a 
(Deleted) 

 
Competence to decide 

Article 42 
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(1) The competent authority shall decide on the request for approval or extension of temporary 
residence within 30 days from the date of submission of the request.  
 
(2) When deciding on the request for approval of temporary residence, the competent authority, in 
addition to assessing whether the general conditions from Article 43 of this law have been met, 
shall also obtain an assessment from the state authority responsible for the protection of the 
security of the Republic of Serbia as to whether the stay of the foreigner on the territory of the 
Republic of Serbia constitutes an unacceptable security risk.  
 
(3) The deadline for delivering the assessment is 25 days from the date of submitting the request 
for consideration.  
 

General conditions for issuing a temporary residence permit 
Article 43 

 
(1) Along with the request for approval or extension of temporary residence, a foreigner shall 
submit: 
1. a valid personal or official passport;  

 
1a) a valid identity card of the state whose national he/she is if, in accordance with the 
applicable regulations, he/she can enter the Republic of Serbia with an identity card; 
 

2. proof of means of subsistence during the planned stay; 
 

3. a statement of residence or address in the Republic of Serbia; 
 

4. proof of health insurance during the planned stay; 
 

5. evidence of the justification for the request for approval of temporary residence in accordance 
with the grounds prescribed in Article 40 of this law, as well as other documents requested by 
the competent authority; 

 
6. proof of payment of the prescribed administrative fee.  

 
(2) The identity document submitted with the request must be valid for at least three months longer 
than the period for which approval of temporary residence is requested.  
(3) Detailed conditions for the approval of temporary residence, the appearance of the temporary 
residence approval request form, and the appearance of the temporary residence permit form shall be 
prescribed by the minister responsible for internal affairs.  
 

Article 43a 
 
A foreigner who is a member of the immediate family of a citizen of the Republic of Serbia and a 
foreigner who is employed, as well as family members of a foreigner who is employed, shall not submit 
evidence from Article 43, paragraph (1), items 2) and 4) of this law.  
 

Duration of temporary residence 
Article 44 

 
(1) Temporary residence may be granted for a period of up to three years and may be extended for the 
same period, depending on the reasons for which temporary residence is granted.  
 
(2) Exceptionally, if there are humanitarian reasons, the interests of the Republic of Serbia, or force 
majeure, a foreigner who does not have a valid travel document but fulfills the general conditions 
prescribed by Article 43 of this law may be granted or extended temporary residence by decision.  
 

Rejection of a request for temporary residence 
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Article 45 
 
(1) A request for temporary residence or a request for extension of temporary residence shall be 
rejected when: 
 

1. the validity period of the identity document submitted with the request for approval or 
extension of temporary residence is shorter than the period prescribed in Article 43 of this 
law; 

2. one or more of the general conditions prescribed by Article 43, paragraph (1) of this law have 
not been met, except in the case of Article 43a of this law; 

3. the foreigner is subject to a removal measure, a security measure of expulsion, or an entry ban; 
4. reasons exist for protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens; 
5. there is a reasonable suspicion that the foreigner will not use temporary residence for the 

intended purpose; 5a) the competent authority, in the process of considering the request for 
extension of temporary residence, determines that the foreigner previously approved 
temporary residence was not used in accordance with the basis for which temporary residence 
was granted; 

6. the foreigner submits a forged travel document; 
7. it is determined that the evidence submitted with the request for temporary residence is forged 

or obtained unlawfully; 
8. there are reasons to reasonably believe that the foreigner will not act in accordance with the 

legal order of the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) The foreigner may file an appeal through the competent authority against the decision to reject 
the request for approval of temporary residence or extension of temporary residence within 15 
days from the date of receiving the decision.  
 
(3) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in Serbian, along with the prescribed fee.  
 
(4) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal against the decision to reject the 
request for approval of temporary residence or extension of temporary residence.  
 
(5) The appeal postpones the execution of the decision.  
 
(6) A decision rendered in the second-instance proceedings may be challenged in administrative 
litigation, and the initiation of administrative litigation does not postpone the execution of the 
decision of the second-instance authority.  
 

Temporary residence based on employment 
Article 46 

 
(1) A foreigner who intends to reside and work in the Republic of Serbia, or to engage in 
professional specialization, training, and practice, shall be required, in accordance with the 
provisions of this law and regulations governing the employment of foreigners, to submit a request 
for the issuance of a single permit during the lawful stay.  
 
(2) A foreigner who, in accordance with the regulations governing the employment of foreigners, 
has the right to work without a single permit and intends to stay in the Republic of Serbia for more 
than 90 days in a 180-day period, longer than the stay period specified in international 
agreements, or longer than the period for which a long-term visa is issued, shall be required to 
submit a request for the approval of temporary residence in accordance with the provisions of this 
law.  
 

Temporary residence and work permit (Single Permit) 
Article 46a 

 
(1) In the case specified in Article 40, paragraph (1), sub-items 1) and 5) of this law, a single permit 
is issued.  
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(2) Based on the single permit, a foreigner has the right to temporary residence and work in the 
Republic of Serbia, in accordance with the law.  
 
(3) A foreigner granted temporary residence or permanent residence has the right to work in the 
Republic of Serbia in accordance with the regulations governing the employment of foreigners in 
the Republic of Serbia, without the need for a single permit.  
 
(4) A foreigner to whom a single permit has been issued is required to stay in the Republic of 
Serbia in accordance with the basis for which it was issued. Submission of a request for a single 
permit 

 
Submission of a request for a single permit 

Article 46b 
 
(1) The request for the issuance or extension of a single permit by a foreigner shall be submitted 
electronically, through the single portal, by the employer on behalf of the foreigner or by the person 
authorized by them.  
 
(2) For a foreigner who, in accordance with the visa regime, requires a visa to enter the Republic of 
Serbia, a request under paragraph (1) of this Article shall be submitted after entering the Republic of 
Serbia, while the long-term employment visa is valid.  
 
(3) Exceptionally, a foreigner who holds a short-stay visa may submit a request for the approval of 
temporary residence during the lawful stay in the Republic of Serbia if there is an interest of the 
Republic of Serbia or a force majeure, along with providing evidence of the existence of such interest.  
 
(4) For a foreigner who does not require a visa to enter the Republic of Serbia in accordance with the 
visa regime, the request under paragraph (1) of this Article shall be submitted during the foreigner's 
lawful stay in the Republic of Serbia or from abroad.  
 
(5) A request for the extension of a single permit may be submitted no earlier than three months and 
no later than the expiration of the single permit.  
 
(6) A foreigner who timely submits a request under paragraph (1) of this Article may stay and work in 
the Republic of Serbia until the completion of the administrative procedure.  
 
(7) If it is in the interest of the Republic of Serbia or due to a force majeure, the competent authority 
may consider a request for the extension of a single permit that is submitted after the expiration of the 
valid single permit, provided that the time period between the expiration of the previous single permit 
and the submission of the request for extension is shorter than three months.  
 
(8) If the competent authority approves the issuance of a single permit under paragraph (7) of this 
Article, the period between the expiration of the previously valid single permit and the submission of 
the request for extension shall be considered a lawful and continuous stay.  
 
(9) The prescribed fee shall be paid for the procedure of issuing a single permit, in accordance with the 
law.  
 
(10) Detailed conditions for the submission and processing of requests for a single permit 
electronically, detailed conditions for the issuance of a single permit, as well as the appearance of the 
single permit form, shall be determined by mutual agreement between the minister responsible for 
internal affairs and the minister responsible for employment matters.  
 

Conditions for issuing a single permit 
Article 46v 

 
(1) Along with the request for the issuance of a single permit, the applicant shall attach: 
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1. a valid personal or official passport, or a valid identity card of the state whose nationals, in 
accordance with applicable regulations, can enter the Republic of Serbia with an identity card; 

2. evidence justifying the request for the issuance of a single permit in accordance with the 
regulations governing the employment of foreigners, as well as other documents requested by 
the competent authority; 

3. residence address, home address, or a statement of the intended home address for a foreigner 
who submits a request for the issuance or extension of a single permit from abroad.  

 
(2) The personal document referred to in paragraph (1), item 1) of this Article must be valid for at 
least three months longer than the period for which the issuance of the single permit is sought.  
 
(3) The evidence referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article shall be submitted in electronic form, 
either as an original electronic document or as a digitized document.  
 

Decision-making procedure 
Article 46g 

 
(1) The competent authority shall decide on the request for the issuance of a single permit within 
15 days from the date of receiving a properly submitted request.  
 
(2) When deciding on the request for the issuance of a single permit, the competent authority shall 
obtain: 
 
1. an assessment from the state authority responsible for protecting the security of the Republic 

of Serbia as to whether the foreigner's stay in the territory of the Republic of Serbia constitutes 
an unacceptable security risk; 

2. an assessment from the organization responsible for employment matters on the fulfillment of 
conditions for employment, special cases of employment, and self-employment of foreigners, 
in accordance with the regulations governing the employment of foreigners.  

 
(3) The assessments from paragraph (2) of this Article shall be provided to the competent 
authority within 10 days from the date of receiving the request for consideration.  
 
(4) The competent authority, the organization responsible for employment matters, and the 
authority responsible for the security of the Republic of Serbia shall, in a unified procedure and 
electronically, exchange the necessary data for decision-making on the request for the issuance of a 
single permit.  
 
(5) If the conditions for the issuance or extension of a single permit prescribed by law are met, the 
competent authority shall issue a single permit to the foreigner.  
 
(6) The foreigner shall personally collect the single permit.  
 

Basis for issuing a single permit 
Article 46d 

 
(1) A single permit may be issued for the purpose of: 

 
1. employment; 

 
2. self-employment; 

 
3. special cases of employment, in accordance with the regulations governing the employment of 

foreigners.  
 

Rejection of a request for a single permit 
Article 46đ 
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(1) The competent authority shall reject the request for the issuance or extension of a single 
permit by a decision when: 
 

1. the organization responsible for employment matters provides a substantiated assessment to 
the competent authority that the conditions for employment, special cases of employment, or 
self-employment of the foreigner in the Republic of Serbia have not been met; 

2. one or more of the conditions prescribed by Article 46v of this law have not been met; 
3. the foreigner is subject to a removal measure, a security measure of expulsion, or an entry ban; 
4. reasons exist for protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens; 
5. there is a reasonable suspicion that the foreigner will not use the single permit in accordance 

with the basis for which the request was submitted; 
6. it is determined that the documents or evidence submitted with the request for a single permit 

are forged or obtained unlawfully; 
7. there are reasons to reasonably believe that the foreigner will not act in accordance with the 

legal order of the Republic of Serbia; 
8. the competent authority, in the process of considering the request for the extension of a single 

permit, determines that the foreigner did not use the previously issued single permit in 
accordance with the basis for which it was issued.  
 
(2) An appeal against the decision to reject the request for the issuance or extension of a single 
permit may be filed through the competent authority within 15 days from the date of receiving 
the decision.  
 
(3) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in Serbian, along with the prescribed fee.  
 
(4) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal against the decision to reject the 
request for the issuance or extension of a single permit.  
 
(5) The appeal postpones the execution of the decision, except in the case from paragraph (2) 
of this Article.  
 
(6) A decision rendered in the second-instance proceedings may be challenged in 
administrative litigation.  
 

Validity of a single permit 
Article 46e 

 
A single permit may be issued to a foreigner for a period of up to three years, and it may be 
extended for the same period, depending on the reasons for which the single permit is issued.  
 

Termination of the validity of a single permit 
Article 46ž 

 
(1) If it is subsequently discovered that there is one or more reasons prescribed for the 
rejection of a request for the issuance of a single permit for a foreigner who holds a single 
permit, the competent authority shall issue a decision on the termination of the validity of the 
single permit.  
 
(2) The decision referred to in paragraph (1) of this Article may determine the deadline within 
which the foreigner must leave the Republic of Serbia, which may not exceed 30 days from the 
date of delivery of the decision, and an entry ban may be imposed.  
 
(3) The provisions of Article 78 of this law shall apply accordingly to the imposition of an entry 
ban.  
 
(4) The labor inspectorate and other authorities that, within their competence, can determine 
the existence of these reasons shall immediately inform the competent authority ex officio.  
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(5) In the case from paragraph (2) of this Article, the specific circumstances of each individual 
case shall be taken into account, especially the duration of the foreigner's previous temporary 
stays or the validity of the single permit, the foreigner's personal, family, social, economic, and 
other ties with the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(6) An appeal against the decision on the termination of the validity of a single permit may be 
filed through the competent authority within 15 days from the date of receiving the decision.  
 
(7) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in Serbian, along with the prescribed fee.  
 
(8) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal against the decision on the 
termination of the validity of a single permit, except in the case from paragraph (2) of this 
Article.  
 
(9) The appeal postpones the execution of the decision, except in the case from paragraph (2) 
of this Article.  
 
(10) A decision rendered in the second-instance proceedings may be challenged in 
administrative litigation.  
 
(11) The validity of a single permit shall cease by operation of law in the event of the death of 
the foreigner, the approval of permanent residence for the foreigner in the Republic of Serbia, 
or the acquisition of citizenship of the Republic of Serbia by the foreigner.  
 

Temporary residence for the purpose of education or language learning 
Article 47 

 
(1) Temporary residence for the purpose of education or acquiring education in primary or 
secondary schools, or learning the Serbian language for the purpose of continuing education or 
studying in the Republic of Serbia, may be granted to a foreigner who meets the general 
conditions of Article 43 of this law and provides proof of enrollment in a verified educational 
institution in the Republic of Serbia or evidence of enrollment in an organization registered for 
other forms of education or language learning.  
 
(2) To grant temporary residence to a minor foreigner for the purpose of education in the 
Republic of Serbia, the consent of the parents, guardian, or legal representative is required, as 
well as a guarantee that an adult residing in the Republic of Serbia will be responsible for the 
foreigner during their stay in the Republic of Serbia, especially regarding providing 
accommodation, healthcare, and means of support.  
 

(2) If the adult providing the guarantee for a minor who is studying is a foreign national, the 
temporary residence of the minor shall be approved for the duration of the adult's approved 
temporary residence.  
 

Temporary residence for the purpose of studying 
Article 48 

 
(1) Temporary residence for the purpose of studying in the Republic of Serbia may be granted 
to a foreigner who meets the general conditions of Article 43 of this law and provides evidence 
of enrollment in accredited higher education institutions for the purpose of obtaining higher 
education in the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) In cases where studies last for less than three years, temporary residence is approved for 
the duration of the study program. Temporary residence for participation in international 
student and student exchange programs. 
 
Temporary Residence Based on Participation in International Student and Pupil 

Exchange Programs 



 
 

 

25 

 

Article 49 
 
(1) Temporary residence based on participation in international student and pupil exchange 
programs in the Republic of Serbia may be granted to a foreigner who meets the general 
conditions of Article 43 of this law and who provides proof of participation in international 
student and pupil exchange programs approved by the ministry responsible for education and 
science.  
 
(2) For granting temporary residence to a minor foreigner based on participation in 
international pupil exchange programs in the Republic of Serbia, the consent of the parents, 
guardians, or legal representatives is required, as well as a guarantee that the organization 
implementing the exchange program will be responsible for the minor foreigner during their 
stay in the Republic of Serbia, especially in terms of providing accommodation, healthcare, 
and means of support. 
 

Article 50  
(Deleted) 

 
Temporary Residence Based on Scientific Research Work or Other Scientific-

Educational Activities 
Article 51 

 
(1) Temporary residence based on scientific research work or other scientific-educational 
activities may be granted to a foreigner who meets the general conditions of Article 43 of this 
law and who submits a contract concluded with a scientific research organization for 
conducting scientific research work and research activities.  
 
(2) If the scientific research work or other scientific-educational activity lasts less than three 
years, temporary residence is granted for the duration of the research work or activity. 
 

Temporary Residence Based on Religious Services 
Article 52 

 
Temporary residence based on religious services may be granted to a foreigner who meets the 
general conditions of Article 43 of this law and who submits evidence of engagement in a 
legally recognized church or religious community for performing church duties or religious 
services. 
 

Temporary Residence Based on Medical Treatment or Care 
Article 53 

 
Temporary residence based on medical treatment or care may be granted to a foreigner who 
meets the general conditions of Article 43 of this law and who provides proof that a healthcare 
or social welfare institution will provide adequate services necessary for treatment or care. 
 

Temporary Residence Based on Property Ownership 
Article 54 

 
(1) Temporary residence based on property ownership rights may be granted to a foreigner 
who meets the general conditions of Article 43 of this law and who provides evidence of 
ownership of such property.  
 
(2) For the purposes of this law, property refers to residential buildings and apartments in the 
Republic of Serbia over which a foreigner may have ownership rights and in which the 
foreigner resides in the Republic of Serbia. 
 

Temporary Residence Based on Family Reunification 
Article 55 
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(1) If the general conditions of Article 43 of this law are met, temporary residence based on 
family reunification can be granted to a foreigner who is a member of the immediate family of 
a citizen of the Republic of Serbia, a member of the immediate family of a foreigner with 
approved temporary residence or permanent settlement in the Republic of Serbia, or a 
member of the immediate family of a foreigner granted asylum in the Republic of Serbia.  
 
(2) For the purposes of this law, immediate family includes spouses, common-law partners, 
their children born in or out of wedlock, adopted children, or stepchildren under 18 years of 
age who are not married, as well as parents or adopters of children under 18 years of age who 
are not married.  
 
(3) Exceptionally, a member of the immediate family may be considered: 

1. another relative of a citizen of Serbia or a foreigner with approved temporary residence or 
permanent settlement in the Republic of Serbia or another relative of their spouse or common-
law partner, who depends on them and lacks adequate family care in their country of origin; or 
 

2. an adult child of a citizen of Serbia or a foreigner with approved temporary residence or 
permanent settlement in the Republic of Serbia or an adult child of their spouse or common-
law partner who is not married and cannot support themselves due to health conditions.  
 
(4) In the case of a polygamous marriage, family reunification will only be granted to one 
spouse and their joint children under 18 years of age who are not married. 
 

 
Temporary Residence for Family Members of a Foreigner Granted Asylum 

Article 56 
 
(1) For granting temporary residence to a foreigner who is a member of the immediate family 
of a foreigner granted asylum in the Republic of Serbia, it is not necessary to meet all the 
general conditions provided by Article 43 of this law and the conditions from Article 41, 
paragraph (2) of this law, considering the specific and personal circumstances of the foreigner 
with granted asylum and members of their immediate family.  
 
(2) If the foreigner granted asylum in the Republic of Serbia is a minor, their parents can 
obtain temporary residence based on family reunification under the same conditions 
prescribed in paragraph (1) of this article, in order to preserve family unity.  
 
(3) In the case that a member of the immediate family of a foreigner granted asylum in the 
Republic of Serbia does not possess a travel document, temporary residence is granted by 
decision. 
 

Validity Period of Temporary Residence Based on Family Reunification 
Article 57 

 
(1) A foreigner granted temporary residence based on family reunification with a foreigner 
who has been granted temporary residence in the Republic of Serbia will be granted temporary 
residence until the expiry of the validity period of the foreigner's temporary residence with 
whom they seek family reunification.  
 
(2) A foreigner granted temporary residence based on family reunification with a foreigner 
issued a unified permit will be granted temporary residence until the expiry of the validity 
period of the foreigner's unified permit with whom they seek family reunification. 
 
Temporary Residence of a Minor Foreigner Born in the Territory of the Republic 

of Serbia  
Article 58 
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(1) The parent, guardian, or legal representative of a child born in the territory of the Republic 
of Serbia, whose both parents are foreign citizens, is required to apply for temporary residence 
for the child within three months of the child's birth.  
 
(2) Temporary residence is granted for the period until the expiration of the temporary 
residence of the parent, guardian, or legal representative of the child, or for a period of up to 
three years if one of the parents, guardians, or legal representatives of the child is a 
permanently settled foreigner. 
 
 

Independent Residence 
Article 59 

 
(1) A foreigner who is a member of the immediate family of a citizen of the Republic of Serbia, 
a foreigner who has been granted temporary residence, permanent settlement, or asylum in 
the Republic of Serbia and who has continuously resided in the Republic of Serbia for the last 
four years based on family reunification, and meets the general conditions of Article 43 of this 
law, may be granted independent residence upon request.  
 
(2) A foreigner from paragraph (1) of this article who has continuously resided on temporary 
residence based on family reunification for the last three years may be granted independent 
residence upon request in the event of the death of the citizen of the Republic of Serbia or the 
foreigner with whom they realized the right to family reunification.  
 
(3) Exceptionally, a foreigner from paragraph (1) of this article, who has been granted 
temporary residence for family reunification for a period shorter than four years and is a 
victim of domestic violence or in case of other particularly difficult circumstances, may be 
granted independent residence upon request even if the general conditions provided by Article 
43 of this law are not met. 
 

Marriage of Convenience 
Article 60 

 
(1) For the purposes of this law, a marriage of convenience is considered to be a marriage 
concluded with the intention of enabling a foreigner to enter or stay in the Republic of Serbia 
contrary to the conditions prescribed by this law.  
 
(2) Circumstances that may indicate a marriage of convenience are based on the existence of 
reasonable suspicion that the spouses: 

1. do not maintain a marital community; 
2. did not meet before the marriage; 
3. do not provide truthful personal information; 
4. do not speak a language that both understand; 
5. have given material means for the marriage, except if it concerns means given as a dowry and 

the spouses come from countries where giving dowry is customary; 
6. have evidence of previous marriages of convenience on the part of either spouse in the 

Republic of Serbia or abroad.  
 
(3) Temporary residence, or the extension of temporary residence for family reunification, will 
not be granted to a foreigner if, after conducted checks related to the circumstances of their 
marriage, it can be reasonably assumed that the marriage is one of convenience, or there is a 
justified suspicion that the marriage was concluded for the purpose of granting temporary 
residence.  
 
(4) The provisions of this article also apply to common-law partnerships. 
 

Temporary Residence for Humanitarian Reasons 
Article 61 
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(1) Temporary residence may be granted to a foreigner who meets the general conditions of 
Article 43 of this law and for whom there exist other circumstances that necessitate special 
consideration in relation to: 
 

1. his family, cultural, or social ties with the Republic of Serbia, the degree of the 
foreigner's integration into the social life of the Republic of Serbia in the previous 
period, especially in terms of his education, work activities, or knowledge of the 
language; 

2. postponement of the forced removal of the foreigner from Article 84 of this law for a 
duration of one year or more; 

3. a foreigner who is a victim of a serious criminal offense, including persons involved in 
facilitating irregular migration and who cooperates with the police and judicial 
authorities, and whose presence is necessary in criminal proceedings or participates in 
the investigation as a witness or victim; 

4. a minor foreigner who is abandoned, a victim of organized crime, or for other reasons 
left without parental care or unaccompanied; 

5. serious and justified personal reasons of a humanitarian nature, the interests of the 
Republic of Serbia, or international obligations undertaken. 

 
(2) The competent authority will approve temporary residence for humanitarian reasons even 
if it determines that the circumstances on which the application is based are founded, but for 
justified reasons, the conditions of Article 41, paragraph (2), and Article 43 of this law are not 
met. 
 

(3) Temporary residence for humanitarian reasons is granted for a duration of at least six months, 
and up to a year, and can be extended if the circumstances on which the temporary residence 
was granted still exist. 
 

Temporary Residence for Foreigners Presumed to be Victims of Human 
Trafficking 
Article 62 

 
(1) If during the process of determining a foreigner's identity, based on specific indicators, it is 
presumed that the foreigner is a victim of human trafficking, the competent state authority for 
identification and coordination of protection of human trafficking victims performs an 
assessment of the victim's condition and needs, as well as victim identification, in accordance 
with legal authority in the domain of registered activities. 
 
(2) The competent state authority for identification and coordination of protection of human 
trafficking victims informs the Ministry of Internal Affairs about initiating the procedure from 
paragraph (1) of this article and informs the foreigner about the conditions for approving 
temporary residence and other rights. 
 
(3) Temporary residence may be granted to a foreigner presumed to be a victim of human 
trafficking without meeting the general conditions of Article 43 of this law, for a duration of 90 
days. 
 
(4) During the duration of temporary residence, recovery is facilitated, and the possible 
further influence of the perpetrator of the criminal offense on the victim is eliminated, as well 
as the possibility that, based on timely and complete information about their status, the victim 
can independently, without conditioning on testifying, decide on further cooperation with the 
competent state authority for identification and coordination of protection of human 
trafficking victims, court, prosecution, or police. 
 
(5) During the validity period of temporary residence on this basis, a decision on return cannot 
be made. 
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(6) During the validity period of temporary residence on this basis, the competent state 
authority for identification and coordination of protection of human trafficking victims 
coordinates the protection of human trafficking victims and, in cooperation with other 
institutions, establishments, and organizations, ensures security and protection, appropriate 
and safe accommodation, psychological and material assistance, access to emergency medical 
care, education access for minors, counseling, and information about their legal rights and 
rights available to them, in a language they understand. 
 
(7) If necessary, translation and interpretation services are provided, as well as assistance in 
exercising their rights and interests in the event of a criminal proceeding. 
 
(8) When it is determined that a minor foreigner presumed to be a victim of human trafficking 
is unaccompanied by parents, guardians, or legal representatives, the competent authority, 
guardianship authority, and police, in cooperation with the competent state authority for 
identification and coordination of protection of human trafficking victims, determine whether 
his family is in the territory of the Republic of Serbia, with the goal of family reunification. 
 
(9) The victim will not be reunited with the family if the state authority competent for the 
protection of human trafficking victims assesses that reunification with the family is not in the 
best interest of the minor, especially if there is suspicion that the victim's family is involved in 
human trafficking. Reunification of the minor with the family will only be carried out in 
situations where the competent guardianship authority, in cooperation with the competent 
state authority for identification and coordination of protection of human trafficking victims, 
determines that reunification with the family is in the best interest of the child. 
 
(10) If the victim's family is not in the territory of the Republic of Serbia or cannot be found, a 
guardian will be appointed for the minor in accordance with the law. 
 

Temporary Residence for Victims of Human Trafficking 
Article 63 

 
(1) If it is determined in the procedure from Article 62, paragraph (1) of this law, that the 
foreigner is a victim of human trafficking and has made an independent decision on further 
cooperation with the competent state authority for identification and coordination of 
protection of human trafficking victims, court, prosecution, or police, the competent authority 
for the protection of human trafficking victims in the form of a professional opinion informs 
the Ministry of Internal Affairs about the above. 
 
(2) Victims of human trafficking may be granted temporary residence without meeting the 
conditions of Article 41, paragraph (2), or Article 43 of this law. 
 
(3) Victims of human trafficking, including minors who are victims, will be granted temporary 
residence if the competent state authority for identification and coordination of protection of 
human trafficking victims considers their stay necessary for their protection, recovery, and 
assurance of safety, or if the court, prosecution, or police consider their presence necessary 
due to cooperation in criminal proceedings. 
 
(4) Temporary residence for a foreigner who is a victim of human trafficking is granted for a 
period of one year, with the possibility of extension under the same conditions. 
 
(5) A foreigner granted temporary residence as a victim of human trafficking, in addition to 
the rights from Article 62 of this law, without conditioning on consent to testify, has the right 
to access the labor market, professional training, and education. 
 
(6) A foreigner with approved temporary residence for victims of human trafficking, who does 
not have sufficient material means for necessary treatment, the competent state authority for 
identification and coordination of protection of human trafficking victims, independently or in 
cooperation with the healthcare system, the competent center for social work, and other 
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service providers and organizations, will ensure the availability of medical and other necessary 
assistance. 
 
(7) When approving temporary residence for a minor foreigner, the competent authority takes 
into account the best interest of the minor, their age, and maturity. 
 

Termination of Humanitarian Residence and Temporary Residence for Victims 
of Human Trafficking 

Article 64 
 
(1) Temporary residence for victims of human trafficking or temporary residence from Article 
61, paragraph (1), point 3) can be terminated at any time if the foreigner no longer meets the 
conditions, especially: 
 

1. if the foreigner who has been granted temporary residence actively, 
voluntarily, and on his own initiative renewed contacts with persons 
suspected of committing a criminal offense in the field of human trafficking 
and irregular migrations, or if it is determined that the report of these 
criminal offenses is false or unfounded; 

2. if the foreigner who has been granted temporary residence has ceased to 
cooperate or is using deception in the cooperation process; 

3. when required for reasons of protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia 
and its citizens; 

4. when judicial authorities decide to discontinue the process. 
 
(2) Temporary residence for humanitarian reasons from Article 61, paragraph (1), points 1), 2), 
4), and 5) ceases if the circumstances for which the foreigner was granted temporary residence 
cease to exist or if required for reasons of protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia and 
its citizens. 
 

Principles in Decision Making 
Article 65 

 
(1) When deciding on an application for temporary residence, or on an application for the 
extension of temporary residence, the competent authority will, in addition to determining the 
fulfillment of general conditions for granting temporary residence, especially assess the 
circumstances of each individual case and take into account personal, family, economic, and 
social circumstances, as well as the duration of the foreigner's previous stays. 
 
(2) If during the decision-making process on an application for temporary residence, or on an 
application for the extension of temporary residence, it is determined that the application 
should be rejected for reasons of protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia and its 
citizens, the competent authority will carefully assess the threat posed by the applicant to the 
security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens. 
 
(3) When deciding on an application for temporary residence, or on an application for the 
extension of temporary residence of a minor, the competent authority is guided by the decision 
that is in the best interest of the minor. 
 

Termination of Temporary Residence 
Article 66 

 
(1) If it is subsequently learned that for the foreigner who has been granted temporary 
residence there exists one or more reasons prescribed for rejecting the application for 
temporary residence, the competent authority will issue a decision on the termination of the 
right to temporary residence. 
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(2) The decision from paragraph (1) of this article may specify a deadline by which the 
foreigner is obliged to leave the Republic of Serbia, which cannot be longer than 30 days from 
the day of delivery of the decision, and may impose a ban on entry. 
 
(3) The imposition of a ban is applied in accordance with Article 78 of this law. 
(4) When making a decision on the termination of the right to temporary residence, special 
circumstances of each individual case are assessed, especially the duration of the foreigner's 
previous temporary stays and his/her personal, family, cultural, economic, and other ties with 
the Republic of Serbia. 
(5) Against the decision on the termination of the right to temporary residence, a foreigner 
may, through the competent authority, file an appeal within 15 days from the day of receiving 
the decision. 
(6) The appeal is submitted in written form, in the Serbian language, with the payment of the 
prescribed fee. 
(7) The Ministry of the Interior decides on the appeal against the decision on the termination 
of the right to temporary residence. 
(8) The appeal postpones the execution of the decision, except in the case referred to in 
paragraph (2) of this article. 
(9) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision made in the second-
instance procedure. Initiating an administrative dispute does not postpone the execution of 
the decision of the second-instance body. 
(10) Temporary residence may also be terminated at the request of the foreigner. 
(11) Temporary residence ceases to be valid by the force of law in the case of the death of the 
foreigner, the approval of permanent residence of the foreigner in the Republic of Serbia, or 
the admission of the foreigner to the citizenship of the Republic of Serbia. 
 

Permanent Residence 
Article 67 

 
(1) Permanent residence is the approval of long-term residence of a foreign national in the 
Republic of Serbia. 
 
(2) Permanent residence will be granted to a foreigner who meets the conditions of Article 70 
of this law and who has resided continuously for three years in the Republic of Serbia based on 
the approval of temporary residence. 
 
(3) A foreigner who has approved temporary residence in the Republic of Serbia for the 
purpose of studying or schooling cannot apply for permanent residence in the Republic of 
Serbia. 
 
(4) A foreigner who has previously spent a certain time on temporary residence for the 
purpose of studying or schooling in the Republic of Serbia, and later changed the basis of 
residence in the Republic of Serbia, may apply for permanent residence. Only half of the time 
spent by the foreigner in the Republic of Serbia for the purpose of studying or schooling can be 
counted towards the time required for the approval of permanent residence. 
 
(5) Uninterrupted residence, in the sense of paragraph (2) of this article, is considered the 
effective stay of a foreigner in the territory of the Republic of Serbia, with the possibility of 
multiple absences from the Republic of Serbia up to ten months or a single absence of up to six 
months, over a period of three years. 
 
(6) At the time of submitting an application for permanent residence, a foreigner must have 
approved temporary residence, and the timely submission of an application for permanent 
residence allows the foreigner to legally reside in the Republic of Serbia until the completion of 
the administrative procedure. 
 
(7) The time spent by a foreigner who has approved temporary residence serving a prison 
sentence is not counted towards the time required for approving permanent residence. 
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(8) A foreigner granted permanent residence is equal in rights and obligations with the  
citizens of the Republic of Serbia, except in respect of those rights and obligations from which 
they are, based on the Constitution and laws, exempt. 
 
(9) The provisions of this article also apply to a foreigner who has been issued a single permit. 
 
(10) The Minister in charge of internal affairs prescribes more detailed conditions for the 
approval of permanent residence and the appearance of the application for approval of 
permanent residence. 
 

Permanent Residence in Special Cases 
Article 68 

 
(1) Regardless of Article 67 of this law, permanent residence will also be granted to a foreigner 
who meets the conditions of Article 70 of this law, namely: 
 

1. a minor, if one of the parents is a citizen of the Republic of Serbia or a foreigner who has 
been granted permanent residence; 

2. who is originally from the Republic of Serbia; 
3. who is of Serbian origin; 
4. another foreigner, if it represents the interest of the Republic of Serbia. 

 
Article 68a 

 
(1) Permanent residence will be granted to a foreigner who has resided continuously in the 
Republic of Serbia for more than three years based on the approved right to asylum. 
 
(2) For the approval of permanent residence of a foreigner referred to in paragraph (1) of this 
article, as well as for a member of his/her immediate family, who meets the conditions for the 
approval of permanent residence from Article 67 of this law, it is not necessary to meet all the 
conditions prescribed by Article 70 of this law, taking into account the specific and personal 
circumstances of the foreigner who has been granted asylum and a member of his/her 
immediate family. 
 

Authority for Decision Making 
Article 69 

 
(1) A foreigner personally submits the application for permanent residence in the Republic of 
Serbia on the prescribed form to the competent authority. 
 
(2) The Ministry of the Interior decides on the application for permanent residence of a 
foreigner in the Republic of Serbia within 60 days from the date of submission of the 
application. 
 
(3) When deciding on the submitted application for the approval of permanent residence, in 
addition to assessing whether the conditions of Articles 67, 68, 68a, and 70 of this law are met, 
the Ministry of the Interior obtains an assessment from the state authority competent for the 
protection of the security of the Republic of Serbia on whether the permanent residence of a 
foreigner in the territory of the Republic of Serbia represents an unacceptable security risk. 
 
(4) The deadline for submitting the assessment is 55 days from the date the request is 
submitted for consideration. 
 
(5) The application for permanent residence can also be submitted electronically. 
 
(6) The Minister in charge of internal affairs prescribes more detailed conditions for 
submitting an application for the approval of permanent residence electronically. 
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Conditions for the Approval of Permanent Residence 

Article 70 
 
(1) Along with the application for the approval of permanent residence, a foreigner submits: 
 

1. a valid personal or official passport or a valid ID card of the state whose nationals, in 
accordance with applicable regulations, can enter the Republic of Serbia with an ID 
card; 

2. proof of having means of support; 
3. proof of health insurance; 
4. evidence justifying the request for approval of permanent residence; 
5. proof of payment of the prescribed fee. 

 
(2) A foreigner who is granted permanent residence is issued a foreigner's ID card. 
 
(3) The foreigner personally collects the foreigner's ID card. 
 

Rejection of Application for Permanent Residence 
Article 71 

 
(1) The application for permanent residence will be rejected to a foreigner: 
 

1. who does not meet the conditions of Articles 67, 68, 68a, and 70 of this law; 
2. who has been convicted to a prison sentence of more than six months for a criminal 

offense prosecuted ex officio or if such a criminal offense has been initiated; 
3. if required for reasons of protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia and its 

citizens; 
4. who is subject to an entry ban in the Republic of Serbia; 
5. who has been issued a security measure or a measure of expulsion of a foreigner. 

 
(2) When making a decision from paragraph (1) items 1), 2) and 3) of this article, special 
circumstances of each individual case are assessed, taking into account the duration of 
previous temporary stays, his/her personal, family, cultural, economic, and other ties with the 
Republic of Serbia, or the seriousness of the committed criminal offense prosecuted ex officio, 
as well as the threat posed by the applicant to the security of the Republic of Serbia and its 
citizens. 
 
(3) The rejection of an application for permanent residence in the Republic of Serbia does not 
affect the possibility of the foreigner further residing in the Republic of Serbia based on the 
approved temporary residence if he/she meets the conditions provided by the provisions of 
this law regulating temporary residence. 
 
(4) Against the decision on the rejection of the application for permanent residence, a 
foreigner may file an appeal to the authority that made the decision within 15 days from the 
day of receiving the decision. 
 
(5) The appeal is submitted in written form, in the Serbian language, with the payment of the 
prescribed fee. 
 
(6) The Government decides on the appeal against the decision on the rejection of the 
application for permanent residence. 
 
(7) The appeal postpones the execution of the decision. 
 
(8) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision made in the second-
instance procedure. Initiating an administrative dispute does not postpone the execution of 
the decision of the second-instance body. 
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Termination of the Right to Permanent Residence 
Article 72 

 
(1) A foreigner's right to permanent residence in the Republic of Serbia ceases if: 
 

1. he/she represents a real and serious threat to public order or his/her further stay in 
the territory of the state represents an unacceptable risk to the security of the Republic 
of Serbia and its citizens; 

2. he/she has been issued a protective measure of removal or a security measure of 
expulsion of a foreigner; 

3. he/she has provided false information about his/her identity or concealed 
circumstances that were significant for deciding on the rights in the previous 
procedure; 

4. it is established that he/she has moved out of the Republic of Serbia or has stayed 
abroad continuously for more than one year; 

5. he/she has renounced the right to permanent residence. 
 
(2) A foreigner represents a real and serious threat to public order if he/she has been 
convicted to a prison sentence of more than one year, if he/she has been convicted to a prison 
sentence of a total duration of three years within a period of five years, or if he/she has been 
convicted to a prison sentence for a criminal offense against humanity and other goods 
protected by international law. 
 
(3) When making a decision on the termination of the right to permanent residence, the 
circumstances of each individual case will be considered, taking into account the length of the 
foreigner's previous stay in the Republic of Serbia, their personal and family circumstances, as 
well as their ties to the Republic of Serbia, in relation to the threat they pose to public order, 
especially the seriousness of the committed criminal offense. 
 
(4) If a decision to terminate the right to permanent residence is made for reasons stated in 
paragraph (1), items 1), 2), and 3) of this Article, the Ministry of Internal Affairs shall 
determine a deadline for the foreigner to leave the Republic of Serbia, which cannot exceed 30 
days. A ban on entry for a specified period may also be imposed by the decision on the 
termination of permanent residence. 
 
(5) The provisions of Article 78 of this Law shall apply mutatis mutandis to the imposition of a 
ban. 
 
(6) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the termination of the right to permanent 
residence. 
 
(7) The foreigner may file an appeal against the decision to terminate the right to permanent 
residence with the authority that made the decision within 15 days from the date of receiving 
the decision. 
 
(8) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in the Serbian language, accompanied by the 
prescribed fee. 
 
(9) The appeal suspends the execution of the decision. 
 
(10) The Government shall decide on the appeal against the decision to terminate the right to 
permanent residence. 
 
(11) An administrative dispute may be initiated against a decision issued in the second-
instance procedure. Initiation of an administrative dispute does not suspend the execution of 
the decision of the second-instance authority. 
 

Reacquisition of the right to permanent residence 
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Article 73 
 
(1) A foreigner whose right to permanent residence has ceased because they have left the 
Republic of Serbia or have continuously resided abroad for more than one year may submit a 
request for reacquisition of the right to permanent residence if, at the time of submitting the 
request, they have been granted temporary residence in the Republic of Serbia for a 
continuous period of three years. 
 
(2) The provisions of Articles 69-71 of this Law shall apply mutatis mutandis in the procedure 
for a request under paragraph (1) of this Article. 
 

V. ILLEGAL STAY AND RETURN PROCEDURE 
 

Illegal Stay 
Article 74 

 
(1) A foreigner's stay in the Republic of Serbia is considered illegal if: 
 

1. the foreigner has entered the Republic of Serbia illegally; 
2. the foreigner has stayed in the Republic of Serbia for more than 90 days in a period of 

180 days, or longer than the period of stay determined by international agreements; 
3. the foreigner has stayed in the Republic of Serbia beyond the period of stay specified in 

their issued visa, or their visa has been annulled or revoked; 
4. the foreigner's temporary stay has expired or terminated, except in cases under Article 

41, paragraph (8) of this Law; 
5. the foreigner's right to permanent residence has ceased; 
6. the foreigner does not have another legal basis for staying in the territory of the 

Republic of Serbia; 
7. the foreigner expressed an intention to apply for asylum but did not report to the 

asylum seekers' accommodation facility within 72 hours, did not inform the Asylum 
Office of a change of address, or voluntarily left the asylum seekers' accommodation 
facility before submitting an asylum application; 

8. the foreigner, to whom the asylum application has been rejected or dismissed by a final 
decision, the asylum procedure has been suspended, or whose right to temporary 
protection or asylum has ceased for legally prescribed reasons, did not comply with the 
order to leave the territory of the Republic of Serbia issued in the final decision of the 
authority that considered their asylum application; 

9. a removal order or a security measure for expulsion has been issued to the foreigner. 
 
(2) In cases where the conditions under paragraph (1), items 1)-8) of this Article are met, the 
competent authority shall issue a return decision after conducting the procedure. 
 

Principles in the Return Procedure 
Article 75 

 
(1) During the return procedure, the competent authority shall take into account the specific 
situation of particularly vulnerable persons, the family and health conditions of the person 
being returned, as well as the best interests of minors. 
 
(2) When taking police measures and actions towards foreigners under paragraph (1) of this 
Article, the competent authority shall act in accordance with regulations governing the 
position of persons with disabilities and international agreements. 
 
(3) The return procedure shall be carried out in accordance with the principle of family unity, 
meaning the consolidation of all family members present in the territory of the Republic of 
Serbia. 
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(4) Before issuing a return decision for an unaccompanied minor, the competent authority 
must provide appropriate assistance from the social welfare service for children and youth. 
 
(5) If necessary, during the return procedure, the presence of an interpreter who speaks a 
language understood by the foreigner or a language that can be reasonably assumed to be 
understood by them shall be ensured. 
 
(6) Upon the foreigner's request, the competent authority must provide a written translation 
of the operative part of the return decision, a translation of the entry ban if imposed, and a 
translation of the information about the right to legal remedies into a language understood by 
the foreigner or a language that can be reasonably assumed to be understood by them. 
 

Exceptions from the Application of Provisions 
Article 76 

 
The provisions on the return of a foreigner shall not apply in cases where entry is refused to a 
foreigner in accordance with Article 15 of this Law. 
 

Return Decision and Deadline for Voluntary Departure 
Article 77 

 
(1) A foreigner illegally staying in the territory of the Republic of Serbia shall be issued a return 
decision by the competent authority, which shall specify a deadline for voluntary departure 
from the Republic of Serbia. 
 
(2) The foreigner is obligated to leave the Republic of Serbia in accordance with the return 
decision. The foreigner is considered to have voluntarily left the Republic of Serbia if they 
comply with the obligation to return within the deadline specified in the return decision. 
 
(3) If the foreigner does not leave the Republic of Serbia in accordance with the return 
decision, they will be forcibly removed from the Republic of Serbia. 
 
(4) When determining the deadline under paragraph (1) of this Article, the competent 
authority shall take into account the time within which the foreigner can leave the territory of 
the Republic of Serbia, as well as the circumstances under Article 75 of this Law, but the 
deadline shall not be less than seven days nor more than 30 days from the date of the issuance 
of the return decision. The foreigner may also be designated a crossing point at the state 
border, with an obligation to report to a police officer at the border crossing. 
 
(5) The competent authority may extend the period for voluntary departure for a foreigner 
who, for justified reasons, has not left the Republic of Serbia within the specified deadline. 
 
(6) During the period for voluntary departure, the foreigner is entitled to emergency medical 
care in accordance with the provisions of the law regulating health insurance, the right to basic 
education in the case of minors, and the right to participate in a voluntary return support 
program conducted by the migration management authority, in accordance with the program 
adopted by the Government upon the proposal of that authority. After participating in the 
voluntary return program under this paragraph, the foreigner is entitled to rights in 
accordance with the provisions of the law regulating asylum, which prescribe voluntary return. 
 
(7) By the return decision, the competent authority may order the foreigner to leave the 
territory of the Republic of Serbia immediately or within a deadline shorter than seven days, if 
there is a risk that the foreigner will not be available to the competent authority for the 
purpose of enforcing a forced removal, or if the foreigner poses a threat to the security of the 
Republic of Serbia and its citizens. 
 
(8) The foreigner is considered to have left the Republic of Serbia when they enter another 
country where entry has been approved. 
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(9) In cases where a return decision has been issued, and subsequently, temporary stay is 
granted to the foreigner in accordance with Article 61 of this Law, the return decision shall be 
deemed null and void. 
 

Entry Ban 
Article 78 

 
(1) When issuing a return decision, the competent authority may impose an entry ban on the 
foreigner for a specified period in the Republic of Serbia if: 
 
1. the foreigner has not been granted a period for voluntary return in accordance with 

Article 77, paragraph (7) of this Law; 
2. the foreigner has not fulfilled the obligation to leave the Republic of Serbia in accordance 

with the deadline for voluntary return specified in the previous return decision. 
 
(2) An entry ban for a specified period may also be imposed on the foreigner in cases when: 
 
1. there is reasonable doubt that the stay was not used for the intended purpose; 
2. the foreigner violates regulations regarding the employment and work of foreigners, the 

prevention of disturbances at sports events, public order and peace, weapons, abuse of 
narcotic drugs, or tax obligations; 

3. the foreigner has been finally convicted of a criminal offense that is prosecuted ex officio, 
or a criminal proceeding has been initiated for such an offense; 

4. the foreigner repeats the commission of offenses; 
5. the foreigner is responsible for an offense or has been convicted of a criminal offense 

involving violence or a criminal proceeding has been initiated for such an offense; 
6. the foreigner has been sentenced to a prison term exceeding one year; 
7. the foreigner has been finally convicted to a total prison sentence of at least three years 

within a five-year period; 
8. the foreigner has been sentenced to prison for a criminal offense against internationally 

protected rights; 
9. when required by reasons for the protection of the security of the Republic of Serbia and 

its citizens; 
10. the foreigner enters into a marriage for gain. 

 
(3) The length of the entry ban shall be determined taking into account all the circumstances 
of the individual case and shall not exceed five years, unless the foreigner poses a serious 
threat to the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens. 
 
(4) A stamp indicating the entry ban may be affixed to the foreigner's travel document. 
 
(5) The competent authority may refrain from imposing the measure of entry ban in individual 
cases for humanitarian reasons, especially if there are circumstances under Article 75, 
paragraph (1) and (3) of this Law. 
 
(6) The appearance of the entry ban stamp and the manner of entering the entry ban into the 
foreign travel document shall be prescribed by the minister responsible for internal affairs. 
 

Shortening and Lifting the Entry Ban 
Article 79 

 
(1) A foreigner who has voluntarily left the Republic of Serbia in accordance with a return 
decision, and to whom half of the imposed entry ban period has passed, may submit a request 
to the competent authority for the lifting or shortening of the entry ban for personal or 
humanitarian reasons, or if they believe that the reasons for imposing the ban have ceased. 
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(2) There shall be no appeal against the decision to refuse the request for lifting or shortening 
the entry ban, but administrative proceedings may be initiated. 
 
(3) The competent authority may, ex officio, lift the entry ban for a foreigner in the Republic of 
Serbia in individual cases at any time, if there are circumstances under Article 62 and 63 of 
this Law. 
 

Right to Appeal 
Article 80 

 
(1) The foreigner may file an appeal against the return decision through the competent 
authority within 15 days from the date of receipt of the decision. The appeal shall be submitted 
in writing, in the Serbian language, accompanied by the prescribed fee. 
 
(2) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal against the return decision. 
 
(3) The appeal against the return decision does not suspend the execution of the decision, 
except in cases where there is a real danger of violating the rights prescribed by Article 83 of 
this Law or if there are serious humanitarian reasons. 
 
(4) Administrative proceedings may be initiated against the decision issued in the second-
instance procedure. 
 

VI. RETENTION AND FORCED DEPARTURE 
 

Forced Departure 
Article 81 

 
(1) A foreigner may be forcibly removed from the Republic of Serbia if: 
 

1. they do not leave the Republic of Serbia within the period prescribed for voluntary 
return; 

2. no period for voluntary return has been determined; 
3. a measure of security expulsion or a protective measure of the foreigner's removal 

from the country has been imposed by a court decision. 
 
(2) If forced removal is carried out for the reasons specified in paragraph (1), point 3) of this 
Article, the competent authority shall issue a decision on the cancellation of stay and the 
prohibition of entry into the Republic of Serbia for a period of time specified by the measure of 
security expulsion or the protective measure of the foreigner's removal from the country, and 
shall specify a deadline for leaving the territory of the Republic of Serbia, which cannot exceed 
30 days. There is no appeal against the decision in this paragraph, but administrative 
proceedings may be initiated. 
 
(3) Forced removal is carried out by police officers of the competent authority or reception 
centers for foreigners in accordance with their powers. 
 
(4) In order to ensure the enforcement of forced removal, travel and other documents, travel 
tickets, as well as property values in accordance with the provisions of the Police Act, may be 
temporarily confiscated from the foreigner. 
 
(5) The Minister responsible for internal affairs shall adopt a regulation specifying the 
conditions and manner of implementing the forced removal of a foreigner from the Republic 
of Serbia. 
 

Supervision of the Forced Removal Procedure 
Article 82 
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The Ombudsman, in accordance with the competencies defined by the Law on the 
Ombudsman and the Law on the Ratification of the Optional Protocol to the Convention 
against Torture and Other Cruel, Inhuman or Degrading Treatment or Punishment, shall 
supervise the procedure of forced removal of a foreigner. 
 

Prohibition of Forced Removal 
Article 83 

 
(1) A foreigner may not be forcibly removed to a territory where they face persecution based on 
their race, sex, sexual orientation or gender identity, religion, nationality, citizenship, 
membership of a particular social group, or political opinion. 
 
(2) The provision of paragraph (1) of this Article shall not apply to a foreigner for whom it can 
be reasonably believed that they pose a threat to the security of the Republic of Serbia or to a 
foreigner who has been convicted by a final judgment of a serious criminal offense, thereby 
posing a danger to public order. 
 
(3) Regardless of paragraph (2) of this Article, a foreigner may not be forcibly removed to a 
territory where there is a risk of execution of the death penalty, torture, inhuman or degrading 
treatment or punishment, or where there is a serious violation of rights guaranteed by the 
Constitution. 
 
(4) Unaccompanied minors may not be forcibly removed unless the competent authority is 
convinced that the minor will be returned to a family member, guardian, or appropriate child 
care institution. 
 

Postponement of Forced Removal 
Article 84 

 
(1) The competent authority shall issue a decision postponing forced removal if there are 
reasons specified in Article 83 of this Law or if: 

1. the foreigner's identity has not been established, and this is not due to their fault; 
2. it is not possible to transport the foreigner out of the Republic of Serbia; 
3. serious difficulties arise related to the psychological, physical, or health condition of 

the foreigner. 
 
(2) When forced removal is postponed for one family member, the competent authority shall, 
when issuing the decision to postpone forced removal of other family members, take into 
account the principle of family unity. 
 
(3) When issuing a decision to postpone forced removal, the competent authority may specify 
a stay in accordance with Article 93 of this Law. 
 
(4) A foreigner whose forced removal has been postponed is entitled to emergency medical 
care in accordance with the provisions of the health insurance law, and in the case of minors, 
the right to basic education. 
 
(5) The obligation to leave the Republic of Serbia does not cease for a foreigner whose forced 
removal has been postponed. 
 
(6) A temporary identity card for foreigners is issued to a foreigner whose forced removal has 
been postponed. 
 

Article 85 
 
(1) Postponement of forced removal is granted for a period of up to one year and can be 
extended by the competent authority. 
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(2) Postponement of forced removal shall be revoked if the reason for postponement ceases to 
exist or if the foreigner does not comply with the obligations arising from the mandatory stay. 
 
(3) In the event of the expiration or cancellation of postponement of forced removal in 
accordance with paragraph (2) of this Article, the foreigner shall return the document referred 
to in Article 84, paragraph (6) of this Law to the competent authority. 
 
(4) An appeal against a decision to postpone forced removal and a decision revoking the 
postponement of forced removal shall be filed with the competent authority within eight days 
from the date of delivery of the decision. 
 
(5) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in the Serbian language, with the payment of the 
prescribed fee. 
 
(6) The appeal suspends the execution of the decision. 
 
(7) The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal. 
 
(8) An administrative dispute may be initiated against a decision issued in the second 
instance. 
 

Verification of Identity and Detention of a Foreigner 
Article 86 

 
(1) A foreigner may be detained in the premises of the competent authority, in accordance with 
the law and other regulations, in order to establish their identity or the legality of their stay in 
the territory of the Republic of Serbia. 
 
(2) If the reasons for ensuring forced removal require it, a foreigner who has been issued a 
return decision may be detained in the premises of the competent authority for the purpose of 
its enforcement until the border crossing point. 
 

Determination of Residence in a Reception Center 
Article 87 

 
(1) A foreigner who is in the process of return, for the purpose of return preparation or 
enforcement of forced removal, shall be placed in a reception center based on a decision of the 
competent authority or a decision of the border police on the accommodation of a foreigner in 
a reception center. 
 

(3) The accommodation of a foreigner in a reception center under paragraph (1) of this Article 
shall be determined in cases where the provisions concerning mandatory stay of a foreigner 
under Article 93 of this Law cannot be effectively applied in a specific case, especially if: 
 
1. there is a risk that the foreigner will not be available to the competent authority for the 

purpose of forced removal; 
2. the foreigner avoids or obstructs the preparation for return or forced removal; 
3. their stay in the territory of the Republic of Serbia poses an unacceptable security risk to 

the Republic of Serbia and its citizens, in accordance with Article 9 of this Law. 
 
(3) The risk that a foreigner will not be available to the competent authority for the purpose of 
forced removal constitutes the existence of a well-founded suspicion that a foreign national 
will not voluntarily leave the Republic of Serbia and comply with the return decision.  
Grounded suspicion under this paragraph exists if the foreigner: 
 

1. does not have identity documents; 
2. does not cooperate in the return procedure or obstructs their removal; 
3. has not left the Republic of Serbia voluntarily; 
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4. does not cooperate in the procedure for establishing identity or nationality or has 
provided false or contradictory information about themselves; 

5. uses or has used false or forged documents; 
6. has attempted or has already entered the Republic of Serbia in an illegal manner; 
7. has not complied with the obligations under the mandatory stay decision in a specific 

location; 
8. has no family or social connections in the Republic of Serbia; 
9. lacks the means to secure accommodation or support. 

 
(4) It is considered that a foreigner avoids or obstructs preparation for return or forced 
removal if their identity cannot be established, or if the foreigner does not possess travel 
documents. 
 
(5) Exceptionally, a foreigner with special health or other needs shall be provided with  
alternative accommodation. 
 
(6) A foreigner to whom residence in a reception center is determined shall be informed in 
writing, in a language they understand or reasonably assume they understand, of the reasons 
for determining residence. 
 

Duration of Stay in a Reception Center 
Article 88 

 
(1) The stay of a foreigner in a reception center shall be as short as possible, and during the 
stay of a foreigner in a reception center, it must be apparent that the foreigner can be forcibly 
removed. The duration of stay in a reception center may not exceed 90 days. 
 
(2) After the expiration of the time period under paragraph (1) of this Article, the stay of a 
foreigner in a reception center may be extended for an additional 90 days at most, if: 
the identity of the foreigner has still not been established; 
the foreigner intentionally obstructs forced removal. 
 
(3) A decision to extend the accommodation of a foreigner in a reception center shall be made 
by the Ministry of Internal Affairs no later than 15 days before the expiration of the time 
period for which accommodation in a reception center has been determined. 
 
(4) The total duration of stay in a reception center may not exceed 180 days. 
 
(5) The time a foreigner has spent serving a prison sentence or in detention shall not be 
counted as time spent in a reception center. 
 

Release from a Reception Center 
Article 89 

 
A foreigner shall be released from a reception center if: 
 
1. the conditions specified in Article 87, paragraphs (1), (2), and (3) no longer exist; 
2. in accordance with Article 90 of this Law, a court decides that a foreigner should be 

released from a reception center; 
3. the time period specified in Article 88 of this Law expires; 
4. the foreigner requests asylum in the Republic of Serbia, unless there are reasons for 

restricting the movement of an asylum seeker in accordance with the provisions of the 
laws governing the field of asylum. 

 
Legal Remedies in the Procedure of Placing a Foreigner in a Reception Center 

Article 90 
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(1) There is no appeal against a decision of the competent authority or border police to place a 
person in a reception center and a decision to extend the stay. 
 
(2) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision within eight days from the 
date of delivery of the decision. 
 
(3) The lawsuit does not suspend the execution of the decision. 
 
(4) The court is obliged to decide on the lawsuit within 15 days from the date of filing the 
lawsuit. 
 
House Rules and Stay Rules in a Reception Center 
Article 91 
 
(1) A foreigner is obliged to comply with the house rules and stay rules in a reception center, 
from which they cannot leave without permission. 
 
(2) The house rules and stay rules in a reception center are prescribed by the Minister 
responsible for internal affairs. The house rules shall regulate, in particular: 
 
1. the obligation of the foreigner not to leave the reception center without permission; 
2. the obligation of the foreigner to cooperate in the return procedure and to respect the 

house rules and stay rules in the reception center; 
3. the right of the foreigner to have contact with a lawyer, family members, and the relevant 

consular services; 
4. the right of the foreigner to emergency medical care; 
5. the right of the foreigner to spend a certain time outdoors during the day and have the 

opportunity for recreation; 
6. the right of the foreigner to express dissatisfaction with the conditions of accommodation 

in the reception center in the prescribed procedure; 
7. the obligation of relevant authorities to take into account the needs of particularly 

vulnerable individuals; 
8. the right of relevant and competent national, international, and non-governmental 

organizations to visit the reception center; 
9. the obligation of the reception center to provide information on house rules and stay 

rules to the foreigner in a language they understand, or reasonably assume they 
understand; 

10. the rules of conduct of police officers in the reception center in case the foreigner violates 
the house rules and stay rules in the reception center. 

 
Accommodation of an Unaccompanied Minor in a Reception Center 

Article 92 
 
(1) An unaccompanied minor shall be accommodated in a reception center together with their 
parent, guardian, or legal representative, only as a last resort and for the shortest possible 
period of time. 
 
(2) Families accommodated in a reception center awaiting removal shall be provided with 
separate accommodation that ensures an appropriate need for privacy. 
 
(3) Minors staying in a reception center shall be provided with the opportunity to participate 
in activities that include play and recreational activities appropriate to their age, depending on 
the length of their stay in the reception center, they must also have access to basic education. 
 
(4) During the stay of a minor in a reception center, their best interests shall be taken into 
account. 
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(5) An unaccompanied minor without a parent, guardian, or legal representative shall be 
placed in social welfare institutions or specialized reception centers for unaccompanied 
minors by the competent social welfare center, after the legal procedure has been conducted. 
The costs of accommodating an unaccompanied minor under paragraph (5) of this Article 
shall be borne by the budget of the Republic of Serbia. 
 

Mandatory Stay in a Designated Place 
Article 93 

 
(1) The competent authority shall, by decision, determine mandatory stay in a designated place 
(hereinafter: mandatory stay) to a foreigner when, in accordance with Article 87 of this Law, 
there is a risk that the foreigner will not be available to the competent authority for the 
purpose of carrying out forced removal, and accommodation of the person in a reception 
center would not be a proportionate measure, i.e., in the case when a foreigner has been issued 
a decision to defer forced removal in accordance with Article 84 of this Law. 
 
(2) Mandatory stay may be approved for a period of up to one year and may be extended for 
the same period, depending on the reasons for which mandatory stay has been approved. 
 
(3) A foreigner to whom mandatory stay has been determined shall be obliged to reside at a 
designated address and report to the competent authority in accordance with the decision 
under paragraph (1) of this Article. 
 
(4) When there are justified reasons for it, the competent authority may, by decision, allow a 
foreigner to temporarily leave the place of mandatory stay. 
 
(5) A temporary identity card shall be issued to a foreigner who does not have a travel 
document. 
 
(6) A foreigner who, with the intention of preventing or obstructing forced removal, acts 
contrary to the obligations under paragraphs (2) and (3) of this Article, shall be placed in a 
reception center in accordance with Article 87 of this Law. 
 
(7) An appeal may be filed with the competent authority against the decision under paragraph 
(1) of this Article and against the decision under paragraph (4) of this Article, within eight days 
from the date of receipt of the decision. 
 
(8) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in Serbian, and with the payment of the 
prescribed fee. The Ministry of Internal Affairs shall decide on the appeal. 
 
(9) The appeal does not suspend the execution of the decision. 
 
(10) An administrative dispute may be initiated against the decision in the second instance. 
 
(11) Mandatory stay shall be entered in the foreigner's travel document by affixing a 
mandatory stay label, the appearance and manner of entry of which shall be prescribed by the 
minister responsible for internal affairs. 
 

Costs of Forced Removal 
Article 94 

 
(1) The costs of accommodation and stay in a reception center and other costs arising during 
forced removal shall be borne by the foreigner. 
 
(2) In order to collect the costs mentioned in paragraph (1) of this Article from the foreigner, 
monetary funds shall be deducted, and a receipt shall be issued. 
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(3) The monetary funds deducted from the foreigner shall be used to cover the costs of forced 
removal, and a receipt for the costs of forced removal shall be issued. 
 
(4) If the foreigner does not have the means to pay the costs mentioned in paragraph (1) of this 
Article, the costs shall be borne by: 
 

1. a natural or legal person who has undertaken to cover the costs of the stay and forced 
removal of the foreigner under Article 27, paragraph (2) of this Law; 

2. a carrier who did not transport the foreigner in accordance with Article 13, paragraph 
(2) and (3) of this Law; 

3. an organizer of tourist or business trips under Article 13, paragraph (4) of this Law; 
4. an employer who has employed the foreigner in violation of the provisions of this Law or 

regulations governing the employment of foreigners. 
 
(5) In the case mentioned in paragraph (4) of this Article, the Ministry of Internal Affairs, by 
decision, determines the amount of the costs of the foreigner's forced removal, taking into 
account the actual expenses. 
 
(6) There is no right to appeal against the decision mentioned in paragraph (5) of this Article, 
but administrative proceedings may be initiated. 
 
(7) The collection of the costs of forced removal mentioned in paragraph (4) of this Article 
shall expire after five years, calculated from the date of the finality of the decision mentioned 
in paragraph (5) of this Article. 
 
(8) Costs that cannot be collected in the manner mentioned in paragraphs (1) to (4) of this 
Article shall be covered by the budget of the Republic of Serbia. 
 
(9) Costs of forced removal of a foreigner include the costs of obtaining travel documents from 
the country of the foreigner's origin, a return ticket to the foreigner's country of origin, the 
costs of accommodation of the foreigner in a reception center for foreigners, the costs of 
accommodation and travel of the police escort abroad, as well as other costs that may arise in 
connection with the forced removal of the foreigner. 
 
(10) The form of the receipt for confiscated funds, the form of the receipt for the costs of forced 
removal, and the method of calculating the costs of forced removal shall be prescribed by the 
minister responsible for internal affairs. 
 

VII.  FOREIGNERS' TRAVEL DOCUMENTS 
 

Types of travel documents for foreigners 
Article 95 

 
Travel documents for foreigners, as referred to in this Law, are travel documents for stateless 
persons and foreigner's passports. 
 

Travel document for stateless persons 
Article 96 

 
(1) A travel document for stateless persons shall be issued by the competent authority, in 
accordance with an international treaty. 
 
(2) A travel document for stateless persons shall be issued with a validity period of up to two 
years. 
 

Foreigner's passport 
Article 97 
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(1) A foreigner's passport shall be issued to a foreigner who does not possess a valid travel 
document if: 
 
1. they have ceased to be a citizen of the Republic of Serbia - for traveling abroad; 
2. they have lost their foreign travel document or have otherwise become deprived of it, and 

the state of which they are a national does not have its diplomatic or consular 
representation in the Republic of Serbia, nor does another state represent its interests - 
for traveling abroad; 

3. they are subject to forced removal - for traveling abroad. 
 
(2) A foreigner's passport may be issued to another foreigner if there are justified reasons for 
it. 
 

Competence for issuing a foreigner's passport 
Article 98 

 
(1) A foreigner's passport shall be issued by: 

 
1. in the case referred to in Article 97, paragraph 1, of this Law - the competent authority; 
2. in the cases referred to in Article 97, paragraph 2, of this Law - the competent authority 

or the diplomatic-consular mission with the prior consent of the Ministry of Internal 
Affairs. 

 
(2) A foreigner's passport shall be issued with a validity period of up to 30 days. 
 
(3) The design of the form and the procedure for issuing a foreigner's passport shall be 
prescribed by the minister responsible for internal affairs. 
 

Refusal of a request for the issuance of a travel document for a foreigner 
Article 99 

 
(1) A travel document for foreigners shall not be issued to a foreigner if: 
 
1. criminal or misdemeanor proceedings are pending against them, except with the consent 

of the authority conducting the proceedings; 
2. they have been sentenced to imprisonment or a fine, until they have served the sentence 

or paid the fine; 
3. they have not settled their due property obligation for which a final decision exists, at the 

request of the competent court; 
4. reasons for protecting public order or the security of the Republic of Serbia require so; 
5. international obligations of the Republic of Serbia so require. 

 
(2) A foreigner's passport referred to in Article 97, paragraph 1, point 3 of this Law may be 
issued even if there are impediments referred to in paragraph 1, items 1) - 4) of this Article. 
 
(3) A foreigner may file an appeal with the authority that issued the decision within eight days 
from the date of receipt of the decision against the decision to refuse the request for the 
issuance of a travel document for foreigners under Article 96 and 97 of this Law. 
 
(4) The appeal shall be submitted in writing, in the Serbian language, with the payment of the 
prescribed fee. 
 
(5) The Ministry of Internal Affairs or the ministry responsible for foreign affairs, depending 
on the authority that issued the decision under paragraph 1 of this Article, shall decide on the 
appeal against the decision to refuse the request for the issuance of a travel document under 
Article 96 and 97 of this Law. 
 
(6) The appeal does not delay the execution of the decision. 
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(7) An administrative dispute may be initiated against a decision rendered in the second-
instance procedure. 
 
(8) For the reasons specified in paragraph 1 of this Article, a foreigner to whom a travel 
document for foreigners has already been issued may have it temporarily confiscated, for 
which a certificate shall be issued. 
 
(9) The competent authority shall return the travel document for foreigners temporarily 
confiscated to the foreigner when the reasons referred to in paragraph 1 of this Article cease to 
exist. 
 

VIII. IDENTITY DOCUMENTS 
 

Types of identity documents 
Article 100 

 
(1) A foreigner in the Republic of Serbia proves their identity with a foreign valid travel 
document, a valid identity card issued by the competent authority of another state, an identity 
card for foreigners, a temporary identity card for foreigners, and a special identity card. 
 
(2) In the Republic of Serbia, a foreigner also proves their identity with a residence permit and 
a single permit. 
 

Use of an identity document 
Article 101 

 
(1) A foreigner is obliged to present an identity document referred to in Article 100 of this Law 
upon the request of a police officer. 
 
(2) A foreigner shall not lend their identity document to another person or use an invalid or 
someone else's identity document as their own. 
 

Contents of the Temporary Residence Permit or Unified Permit Form 
Article 101a 

 
(1) The temporary residence permit or unified permit is issued in the form of a card, on a 
template containing personalized data regarding the type of permit. 
 
(2) The template referred to in paragraph 1 of this article contains the following information: 
surname, name, day, month, and year of birth, gender, foreigner's registration number, 
country of birth, nationality, reason for residence, and a note. 
 
(3) The template referred to in paragraph 1 of this article also includes biometric data of the 
foreigner, namely their photograph and signature, as well as the registration and serial 
number of the permit, date of issuance, expiration date, and issuing authority. 
 
(4) The template referred to in paragraph 1 of this article contains a microcontroller (chip) into 
which visible data on the document and data regarding the foreigner's address of residence, 
biometric fingerprint of the foreigner's finger, work rights, and other data related to the 
foreigner and associated individuals and legal entities, in accordance with the provisions of the 
law regulating records and data processing in the field of internal affairs. It also contains a 
machine-readable zone for the purpose of automatic data reading. 
 
(5) Upon request by the foreigner to whom a temporary residence permit or unified permit is 
issued, in accordance with special regulations, a qualified electronic certificate of the holder 
and the relevant data for creating a qualified electronic signature may be entered into the 
microcontroller (chip), making the permit a means for creating a qualified electronic 
signature. 
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(6) The template referred to in paragraph 1 of this article is printed in the Serbian language in 
Cyrillic script and in the English language. The foreigner's surname and name are recorded as 
stated in their travel document in transcription in English, while nationality is recorded in 
accordance with the internationally recognized three-letter code for the country of which the 
foreigner is a national. The country of birth of the foreigner is recorded in Cyrillic script, using 
the Serbian language name for the country of which the foreigner is a national. 
 

Issuance of Temporary Residence Permit or Unified Permit 
Article 101b 

 
(1) The competent authority shall issue a temporary residence permit or unified permit to a 
foreigner who meets the requirements for temporary residence, with the requirement of the 
foreigner's personal presence to collect their biometric data. 
 
(2) For a minor foreigner up to the age of twelve, fingerprints and a signature shall not be 
taken, and when issuing a temporary residence permit to a minor foreigner, the presence of 
one parent, guardian, or legal representative is required. 
 
(3) A foreigner to whom a temporary residence permit or unified permit is issued, who, due to 
their religious or national customs, wears a hat or scarf as part of their attire or clothing, may 
be photographed with the hat or scarf. 
 
(4) When collecting biometric data from a foreigner, a confirmation shall be issued, serving as 
proof of the initiation of the issuance process for a temporary residence permit or unified 
permit. 
 
(5) The prescribed fee shall be paid in the process of issuing a temporary residence permit or 
unified permit, in accordance with the law. 
 
(6) A foreigner whose temporary residence permit or unified permit is damaged, whose 
photograph no longer corresponds to their appearance, or who cannot serve its purpose for 
other reasons, shall be obliged to submit a request for the issuance of a new temporary 
residence permit or unified permit within 15 days from the date of the occurrence of the 
reasons stated in this paragraph. 
 

Right to a Foreigner's Identity Card and Special Identity Card 
Article 102 

 
(1) An identity card for foreigners is issued to a foreigner who has been granted permanent 
residence. 
 
(2) A temporary identity card for foreigners is issued to a foreigner for whom deferred forced 
removal is determined in accordance with Article 84 of this law, or who is required to stay in 
accordance with Article 93 of this law, as well as in the case specified in Article 44, paragraph 
(6) of this law. 
 
(3) A special identity card is issued to a member of a diplomatic or consular mission of a 
foreign state or a member of another mission with diplomatic status, as well as to members of 
their families living together in a common household. 
 
(4) A special identity card is issued as a diplomatic, official, consular, or service identity card. 
 
(5) A diplomatic identity card is issued to a diplomatic agent and their family members. An 
official identity card is issued to a member of the administrative and technical staff of a 
diplomatic or consular mission or another mission, and their family members. A consular 
identity card is issued to a consular officer. A service identity card is issued to a foreigner who 
enjoys specific privileges in accordance with international agreements. 
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Contents of the Foreigner's Identity Card, Temporary Identity Card for 

Foreigners, and Special Identity Card 
Article 103 

 
(1) The template of the foreigner's identity card and temporary identity cards for foreigners 
contain the following data about the foreigner: surname, name, day, month, and year of birth, 
gender, foreigner's registration number, country of birth, nationality. 
 
(2) The template of the foreigner's identity card includes the biometric data of the foreigner 
being issued the identity card (photograph and signature), registration and serial number of 
the foreigner's identity card, date of issuance, expiration date, and issuing authority. 
 
(3) The template of the foreigner's identity card and temporary identity cards for foreigners 
includes a microcontroller (chip) and a machine-readable zone for the purpose of automatic 
data reading. It also contains visible data on the document, data regarding the foreigner's 
residence or address, the foreigner's status in the Republic of Serbia, and the biometric 
fingerprint of the foreigner's finger. 
 
(4) Upon request by the foreigner to whom an identity card for foreigners is issued, in 
accordance with special regulations, a qualified electronic certificate of the holder and the 
relevant data for creating a qualified electronic signature may be entered into the 
microcontroller (chip), making the identity card for foreigners a means for creating a qualified 
electronic signature. 
 
(5) The template of the foreigner's identity card and temporary identity cards for foreigners is 
printed in the Serbian language in Cyrillic and Latin scripts and in the English language. The 
foreigner's surname and name are recorded as stated in their travel document in transcription 
in English, while the data on the country of birth and nationality of the foreigner are recorded 
in Latin script, using the name in the Serbian language for the country of which the foreigner 
is a national. The template of the special identity card contains the following data about the 
foreigner: surname, name, day, month, and year of birth, gender, place and country of birth, 
and the title of the holder in the diplomatic mission. 
 
(7) The template of the special identity card includes the biometric data of the foreigner 
(photograph and signature), the type of special identity card, the name and address of the 
diplomatic mission, the registration and serial number of the special identity card, date of 
issuance, expiration date, issuing authority, and contact information, as well as a clause on 
judicial immunity in accordance with international agreements binding on the Republic of 
Serbia. 
 
(8) The template of the special identity card is printed in the Serbian language in Cyrillic script 
and in the English language. Data regarding the foreigner's surname and name, as well as 
place of birth, are recorded as stated in their travel document in transcription in English. Data 
regarding the country of birth and nationality of the foreigner are recorded using the three-
letter international code of the country. 
 
(9) The special identity card is issued based on a request for its issuance. 
 
(10) The template of the request for the issuance of a special identity card contains: surname 
and name, date, place, and country of birth, photograph, gender, nationality, type, number, 
and expiration date of the travel document, date of crossing the state border, title of the holder 
of the special identity card within the foreign diplomatic mission, name of the diplomatic 
mission, address of residence in the Republic of Serbia, signature of the applicant, date of 
submission of the request, the mission's seal, and the name and signature of the mission's 
chief. 
 

Form Production 
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Article 103a 
 
The form for a temporary residence permit, unified permit, identity card for foreigners, 
temporary identity cards for foreigners, as well as the form for the travel document for 
foreigners, shall be produced by the National Bank of Serbia - Institute for the Production of 
Banknotes and Coins. 
 

Issuance of Identity Card for Foreigners 
Article 104 

 
(1) The competent authority shall issue an identity card for foreigners to a foreigner who has 
been granted permanent residence, with the requirement of the foreigner's personal presence 
to collect their biometric data. 
 
(2) A confirmation shall be issued when collecting biometric data from a foreigner, serving as 
proof of the initiation of the issuance process for an identity card for foreigners. 
 
(3) A foreigner to whom an identity card for foreigners is issued, who, due to their religious or 
national customs, wears a hat or scarf as part of their attire or clothing, may be photographed 
with the hat or scarf. 
 
(4) For a minor foreigner up to the age of twelve, fingerprints and a signature shall not be 
taken, and when issuing an identity card for foreigners to a minor foreigner, the presence of 
one parent, guardian, or legal representative is required. 
 
(5) The provisions of this article shall apply accordingly when issuing temporary identity cards 
for foreigners. 
 
(6) The prescribed fee shall be paid in the process of issuing an identity card for foreigners and 
temporary identity cards for foreigners, in accordance with the law. 
 
(7) The appearance of the form and the procedure for issuing an identity card for foreigners 
and temporary identity cards for foreigners shall be prescribed by the minister responsible for 
internal affairs, while the appearance of the form for the request for the issuance of a special 
identity card and the procedure for issuing a special identity card shall be prescribed by the 
minister responsible for foreign affairs. 
 

Jurisdiction 
Article 105 

 
(1) The identity card for foreigners and temporary identity card for foreigners shall be issued 
by the competent authority. 
 
(2) The special identity card for foreigners shall be issued by the ministry responsible for 
foreign affairs. 
 

Validity Period 
Article 106 

 
(1) The identity card for foreigners shall be issued with a validity period of five years. 
 
(2) An identity card for foreigners issued to a minor shall be issued with a validity period of 
two years. 
 
(3) A temporary identity card shall be issued with a validity period determined by the decision 
on mandatory residence, deferred forced removal, or approved temporary residence. 
 
(4) A special identity card shall be issued with a validity period of up to four years. 
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Issuance of a New Identity Card for Foreigners 

Article 107 
 
(1) A new identity card for foreigners shall be issued to a foreigner if the previously issued 
identity card for foreigners has expired, is damaged, or if the photograph no longer 
corresponds to their appearance or for other reasons cannot serve its purpose. 
 
(2) A foreigner is obliged to submit a request for the issuance of a new identity card for 
foreigners to the competent authority within 15 days from the date of the occurrence of the 
reasons stated in paragraph (1) of this article. 
 
Return of the Identity Card for Foreigners and Declaration of the Invalidity of the 

Identity Card for Foreigners 
Article 108 

 
(1) A foreigner is obliged to return the identity card for foreigners to the competent authority 
if: 
 

1. they acquire citizenship of the Republic of Serbia; 
2. they leave the Republic of Serbia; 
3. their right to permanent residence has ceased. 

 
(2) A foreigner is obliged to immediately inform the competent authority of the loss of the 

identity card for foreigners or temporary identity card for foreigners, which shall declare 
the identity card for foreigners or temporary identity card for foreigners invalid by 
decision and announce it on the official website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 

 
Duties of a Foreigner in Case of the Disappearance of a Temporary Residence Permit or 

Unified Permit 
Article 109 

 
(1) A foreigner is obliged to immediately inform the competent authority in case of the 
disappearance of a temporary residence permit or unified permit. The competent authority 
shall declare the temporary residence permit or unified permit invalid by decision and 
announce it on the official website of the Ministry of Internal Affairs. 
 
(2) There is no right to appeal against the decision declaring the temporary residence permit 
or unified permit invalid, but an administrative dispute may be initiated. 
 

IX. RESIDENCE AND DOMICILE OF A FOREIGNER 
 

Definition of residence, residential address, and domicile 
Article 110 

 
(1) Residence, for the purposes of this law, is the place and address where a foreigner resides 
for more than 24 hours. 
 
(2) The residential address is the registered address where a foreigner intends to reside during 
an approved temporary stay in the Republic of Serbia. 
 
(3) A foreigner on temporary residence is obliged to notify the competent authority of any 
change in the residential address within three days from the date of the change. 
 
(4) It is considered that a foreigner has not changed the residential address if the residence is 
registered at another address for personal, business, or other reasons, and this residence does 
not last longer than 15 days. 
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(5) A foreigner granted permanent residence in the Republic of Serbia has a registered 
domicile. 
 
(6) Domicile, for the purposes of this law, is the place where a permanently settled foreigner 
has settled with the intention of permanently living there, or the place where the center of 
their life activities, professional, economic, social, and other connections proving their 
permanent link to the place of residence is located. 
 
(7) A foreigner with permanent residence is obliged to notify the competent authority of any 
change in domicile within eight days from the date of the change. 
 

Registration of residence, domicile, changes of residential address, and 
deregistration of domicile 

Article 111 
 
(1) Legal entities, entrepreneurs, and individuals providing accommodation services to 
foreigners for a fee are required to report the residence of the foreigner to the police 
department according to the place of residence of the foreigner within 24 hours from the time 
of providing the accommodation service. 
 
(2) Legal entities, entrepreneurs, and individuals where foreigners visit are required to report 
the residence of the foreigner to the police department according to the place of residence of 
the foreigner within 24 hours from the foreigner's arrival for the visit. 
 
(3) A foreigner who does not use accommodation services as mentioned in paragraph (1) of 
this article or does not stay at a private address of an individual or legal entity is required to 
report their residence to the police department according to the place of residence within 24 
hours from entering the Republic of Serbia or from the date of change of residence. 
 
(4) The individual mentioned in paragraph (2) of this article is the person where the foreigner 
is visiting. The individual where the foreigner is visiting may authorize another person or the 
foreigner who is visiting to report their residence as mentioned in paragraph (2) of this article. 
 
(5) If appropriate technical conditions exist, the report of a foreigner's residence may be done 
electronically, using electronic identification of at least medium reliability level according to 
the law regulating electronic documents, electronic identification, and trusted services in 
electronic business. 
 
(6) The format of the residence report form and the method of reporting the residence of a 
foreigner, residential address changes, registration, and deregistration of domicile of a 
foreigner are determined by the minister responsible for internal affairs. 
 

X. SPECIAL PROVISIONS ON THE MOVEMENT OF A 
FOREIGNER IN UNIFORM 

 
Conditions for wearing foreign military, police, or customs uniforms 

Article 112 
 
Foreigners on the territory of the Republic of Serbia may move in foreign military, police, or 
customs uniforms in accordance with international agreements. 
 

XI. DATA PROCESSING 
 

Processing of personal data 
Article 113 
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(1) Data on the personal information of foreigners and citizens of the Republic of Serbia 
related to foreign nationals are processed when it is: 
 
1. necessary for the implementation of procedures and matters envisaged by this law; 
2. necessary for the protection of public order or security of the Republic of Serbia; 
3. provided by law or international agreement. 

 
(2) Processing of personal data of foreigners and citizens of the Republic of Serbia related to 
foreign nationals is carried out in accordance with the provisions of the law regulating the 
record-keeping and processing of data in the field of internal affairs. 
 
(3) The basis for processing personal data are the provisions of this law. 
 

Purpose of processing personal data 
Article 114 

 
Processing of personal data is carried out for the purpose of issuing visas, approving 
temporary stays, permanent settlements, issuing return decisions, imposing entry bans to the 
Republic of Serbia, determining stays in accommodation for foreigners, issuing travel 
documents for foreigners and identity cards for foreigners, reporting the residence and 
domicile of foreigners, and other matters related to the entry, stay, removal, and status of 
foreigners in the Republic of Serbia. 
 

Records 
Article 115 

 
(1) The Ministry of Internal Affairs maintains records for the purpose of carrying out tasks 
stipulated by this law, including records of: 
 
1. foreigners who have reported their residence; 
2. foreigners granted permanent residence; 
3. foreigners granted temporary residence; 
4. foreigners subject to return decisions, entry bans, or measures taken by the competent 

authority, as well as foreigners subject to protective measures of removal or security 
measures of expulsion; 

5. foreigners subject to an entry ban into the Republic of Serbia imposed on the proposal of 
the state authority responsible for the security of the Republic of Serbia, as well as the 
supervision and control of foreigners when crossing the state border or moving through 
the territory of the Republic of Serbia; 

6. foreigners assigned to accommodation; 
7. foreigners assigned to mandatory stays; 
8. issued identity cards for foreigners, temporary identity cards for foreigners, and 

foreigners to whom travel documents for foreigners have been issued; 
9. reports of missing and found identity documents in accordance with this law; 
10. reports of missing and found national travel and other documents of foreigners; 
11. refused and issued visas at the border crossing, canceled, revoked, and extended visas. 

 
(2) Regulations governing records and data processing in the field of internal affairs apply to 
questions related to records and data processing maintained in accordance with paragraph (1) 
of this article, as well as the content of these records, updates, deletions, retention periods, and 
data protection measures. 
 
(3) For the purpose of carrying out tasks stipulated by this law, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, 
in accordance with the law regulating data protection, may collect and process personal data of 
foreigners and related individuals and legal entities, and maintain records containing the 
following data: 
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1. records of visas (name and surname of the foreigner; maiden name; date of birth; place 
and country of birth; gender of the foreigner; photograph of the foreigner; citizenship; 
name and surname of parents; foreign address; telephone number; email address of the 
foreigner; type, number, and validity period of the foreign travel document; occupation, 
name, and address of the foreign employer; name and address of the foreign educational 
institution attended by the foreigner; whether the foreigner possesses a permit to enter a 
third country in case of transit; whether the foreigner's travel document contains a permit 
to return to the country of residence if it is not the country of origin; previous stays in the 
Republic of Serbia; date of arrival and departure from the Republic of Serbia; means of 
transportation used by the foreigner to enter the Republic of Serbia; name and surname, 
date of birth, place, country of birth, and citizenship of the spouse, extramarital partner, 
and children of the foreigner; name, surname, address, citizenship, telephone number, 
caller's identification number, and reason for inviting the foreigner to the Republic of 
Serbia; name, registered office, registration number, tax identification number, name, 
surname, and identification number of the responsible person in the legal entity inviting 
the foreigner for a visit and the reason for inviting the foreigner to the Republic of Serbia; 
number and name of the authority certifying the guarantee letter, date of certification of 
the guarantee letter; serial numbers of other visas issued in the last three years and their 
validity; place and date of visa application; type of visa being sought; number of entries 
requested; visa serial number; visa validity period; number of days of stay; purpose of 
travel; date and reason for visa refusal; date, reason, and name of the authority that 
canceled or revoked the visa); 
 

2. records of issued foreign travel documents (name and surname of the foreigner, maiden 
name, date of birth, place and country of birth, gender, citizenship, name and surname of 
the spouse or extramarital partner of the foreigner; name and surname of parents; foreign 
address, address in the Republic of Serbia, telephone number, email address, photograph 
of the foreigner, serial number, date of issuance, and validity period of the foreign travel 
document, and the issuing authority); 

 
3. records of issued special identity cards for foreigners (surname and name of the foreigner, 

date of birth, place and country of birth, photograph, gender, citizenship, type, number, 
and validity period of the foreign travel document, date of crossing the state border, title of 
the holder of the special identity card within the framework of the foreign diplomatic 
mission, name of the diplomatic mission, address of residence in the Republic of Serbia, 
type, registration number, serial number, date of issuance, and validity period of the 
special identity card for foreigners). 

 
(4) Data from the records of visas mentioned in paragraph (3), item 1) of this article are 
processed and kept electronically, in the national Visa Information System. 
 
(5) The retention period for data from the records mentioned in paragraph (3) of this article is 
five years. 
 
(6) The authority responsible for migration management in the Republic of Serbia, for the 
purpose of implementing the voluntary return program of a foreigner, in accordance with the 
law regulating data protection, may collect and process personal data of the foreigner and 
related individuals and legal entities and maintain a record containing the following data: 
name and surname of the foreigner; maiden name; date of birth; place and country of birth; 
gender of the foreigner; photograph of the foreigner; citizenship; name and surname of the 
guardian of the foreigner, if the foreigner has a guardian appointed; date and registration 
number of the application for voluntary return; name and surname, date of birth of the spouse 
or extramarital partner, and children of the foreigner participating in the voluntary return 
program; date and place of the foreigner's voluntary departure; address of the foreigner in the 
country of voluntary return. 
 
(7) Requests from foreigners for the exercise of any rights prescribed by this law and 
documents submitted by foreigners in that procedure are kept for the current and the previous 
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two years, after which they are destroyed, except for requests for permanent residence, which 
are kept permanently. 
 
(8) The Ministry of Internal Affairs, the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, and the authority 
responsible for migration management are data controllers for data they process in their 
records. 
 
(9) The state authority responsible for the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens is a 
user of data from records kept in accordance with this law. 
 

Cooperation of state authorities 
Article 116 

 
State authorities and related organizations performing tasks related to the exercise of various 
rights of foreigners cooperate directly and continuously and exchange information necessary 
for the implementation of procedures and matters envisaged by this law. 
 

Exchange of personal data 
Article 117 

 
(1) Exchange of personal data of foreigners and related individuals and legal entities, which is 
necessary for the implementation of procedures and matters stipulated by this law, is carried 
out with state authorities and related organizations in accordance with the provisions of the 
law on data processing and records in the field of internal affairs and is performed between the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs and: 
 
1. the ministry responsible for foreign affairs, for the purpose of issuing visas; 
2. the state authority responsible for the security of the Republic of Serbia, for the purpose of 

protecting the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens; 
3. the organization responsible for employment matters, for the purpose of implementing 

regulations on the employment of foreigners; 
4. the authority responsible for migration management, for the purpose of including a 

foreigner in the voluntary return support program. 
 
(2) In accordance with paragraph (1), item 1) of this article, the Ministry of Internal Affairs 
takes over data on visa applications submitted at diplomatic and consular missions and, in 
accordance with Article 29 of this law, conducts checks based on the visa application and 
provides prior consent, while the ministry responsible for foreign affairs, in accordance with 
Article 29, paragraph (1) of this law, conducts checks through records as prescribed by Article 
115, paragraph (1), items 1), 2), 3), 4), and 5) of this law. 
 
(3) In accordance with paragraph (1), item 2) of this article, the authority responsible for the 
security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens takes over data from records kept based on 
this law. 
 
(4) In accordance with paragraph (1), item 3) of this article, the organization responsible for 
employment matters takes over data on approved temporary residence or permanent 
settlement of a foreigner, or unified permits, from the Ministry of Internal Affairs, while the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs takes over data on the assessment of compliance with the 
conditions for issuing a unified permit, in accordance with the law. 
 
(5) In accordance with paragraph (1), item 4) of this article, the authority responsible for 
migration management takes over data on foreigners subject to return decisions from the 
Ministry of Internal Affairs, while the Ministry of Internal Affairs takes over data on foreigners 
participating in the voluntary return support program. 
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(6) The authorities referred to in paragraph (1) of this article are obliged to provide protection 
of personal data of foreigners and related individuals and legal entities from records against 
accidental or unauthorized access, use, processing, and disclosure, in accordance with the law. 
 
(7) Data from records may be used for statistical, scientific, and research purposes, without 
identifying the identity of the person to whom the data relates, in accordance with the law. 
 

XII.  SUPERVISION 
 

Article 118 
 
Supervision over the implementation of this law and regulations adopted on the basis of this 
law shall be carried out by the Ministry of Internal Affairs, the ministry responsible for labor 
and employment affairs, through the competent labor inspection, as well as the ministry 
responsible for foreign affairs, each within the scope of its prescribed jurisdiction. 
 

XIII.  PENAL PROVISIONS 
 

Carriers, organizers of tourist trips, and inviters 
Article 119 

 
(1) A legal entity shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 500,000 to 2,000,000 
dinars for a misdemeanor if it: 
 
1. brings a foreigner onto the territory of the Republic of Serbia or refuses to transport them 

from the border crossing or out of the Republic of Serbia, contrary to the provisions of 
Article 13, paragraphs (1) and (2) of this law; 
 

2. fails to ensure that a foreigner who, in its organization or based on an invitation letter, 
enters the Republic of Serbia, stays in the country in accordance with the provisions of this 
law and does not take measures to prevent the unlawful stay of the foreigner after entering 
the Republic of Serbia (Article 13a, paragraph (1) of this law); 

 
3. fails to take measures and actions related to ensuring the conditions for the lawful stay 

and work of a foreigner in the Republic of Serbia, on the basis of whose invitation letter 
the foreigner entered the Republic of Serbia with a long-stay visa based on employment 
(Article 13a, paragraph (3) of this law). 

 
(2) An official of a legal entity shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 50,000 to 
150,000 dinars for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article. 
 
(3) An entrepreneur shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 100,000 to 500,000 
dinars for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article. 
 
(4) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1), item 1) of this 
article, a prohibition on performing activities in international passenger transport by air, road, 
water, or rail may be imposed on the perpetrator, and for the misdemeanor referred to in 
paragraph (1), item 2) of this article, a prohibition on organizing international tourist or 
business trips may be imposed. 
 
(5) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1), item 3) of this 
article, a prohibition on performing activities may be imposed on the inviter. 
 
(6) An individual shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 50,000 to 150,000 
dinars for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1), item 3) of this article. 
 

Accommodation service providers 
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Article 120 
 
(1) A legal entity, entrepreneur, or individual shall be fined if it fails to report the residence of a 
foreigner to the competent authority within 24 hours from the moment of providing 
accommodation services to a foreigner or from the moment of the foreigner's arrival for a visit 
(Article 111, paragraphs (1) and (2) of this law), in the range of: 
 

1) from 5,000 to 150,000 dinars for an individual; 
2) from 50,000 to 2,000,000 dinars for a legal entity; 
3) from 10,000 to 500,000 dinars for an entrepreneur. 

 
(2) An official of a legal entity shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 5,000 to 
150,000 dinars for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article. 
 
(3) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article, a 
prohibition on performing activities of providing accommodation services to foreigners may be 
imposed on the perpetrator. 
 
(4) A foreigner who fails to report their residence to the competent authority within 24 hours 
from entering the Republic of Serbia or from changing residence, as provided for in Article 111, 
paragraph (3) of this law, shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 5,000 to 
150,000 dinars. 
 

Violation of regulations regarding entry and stay 
Article 121 

 
(1) A foreigner shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 50,000 to 150,000 dinars 
for a misdemeanor if they: 
 

1) unlawfully enter the Republic of Serbia (Article 14 of this law); 
2) fail to leave the Republic of Serbia within the period prescribed for voluntary return 

(Article 77 of this law); 
3) enter or stay in the Republic of Serbia while a ban on entry has been imposed on them 

(Articles 39, 66, 72, and 78 of this law); 
4) leave a reception center without permission or do not comply with the house rules and 

rules of stay in the reception center (Article 91, paragraph (1) of this law); 
5) leave the mandatory residence location assigned to them by the competent authority 

or do not regularly report to the competent authority (Article 93 of this law). 
 
(2) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article, a 
protective measure of expulsion of the foreigner from the territory of the Republic of Serbia 
may be imposed. 
 
(3) A person who assists or attempts to assist a foreign national in unlawfully entering the 
Republic of Serbia, transiting through the territory of the Republic of Serbia, or unlawfully 
staying in the territory of the Republic of Serbia (Article 14, paragraph (2) of this law) shall be 
fined with a prison sentence of up to 60 days and a monetary penalty ranging from 50,000 to 
150,000 dinars. 
 
(4) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (3) of this article, a 
protective measure of confiscation of objects may be imposed on the perpetrator. 
 

Unlawful residence and identification 
Article 122 

 
(1) A foreigner shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 50,000 to 150,000 dinars 
for a misdemeanor if they: 
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1) reside in the Republic of Serbia contrary to the reasons for which their residence was 
approved (Article 40, paragraph (3) of this law); 
 
1a) reside in the Republic of Serbia contrary to the purpose or basis for which a visa was 
issued to them (Article 31, paragraph (6) of this law); 
 
1b) reside in the Republic of Serbia contrary to the reasons for which a unified permit was 
issued to them (Article 46a, paragraph (4) of this law); 
 
2) reside in the Republic of Serbia unlawfully (Article 74, paragraph (1) of this law); 
 
3) refuse to show their identity document to a police officer of the competent authority 
(Article 101, paragraph (1) of this law); 
 
4) lend their personal document to another person for use or use an invalid personal 
document or use someone else's personal document as their own (Article 101, paragraph (2) 
of this law). 

 
(2) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article, a 
protective measure of expulsion of the foreigner from the territory of the Republic of Serbia 
may be imposed. 
 

Violation of regulations regarding approved residence 
Article 123 

 
(1) A foreigner shall be fined with a monetary penalty ranging from 20,000 to 150,000 dinars 
for a misdemeanor if they: 
 

1) do not submit a request for the issuance of a unified permit (Article 46, paragraph (1) 
of this law); 

1a)  do not submit a request for temporary residence approval (Article 46, paragraph (2) of 
this law); 

 
(2) A foreigner who does not submit a request for the issuance of a new identity card for a 
foreigner to the competent authority within the prescribed period shall be fined with a 
monetary penalty ranging from 5,000 to 150,000 dinars. 
 
(3) In addition to the penalty for the misdemeanor referred to in paragraph (1) of this article, a 
prohibition on performing activities may be imposed on the perpetrator. 
 

XIV.  TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 
 

Authority to enact regulations 
Article 124 

 
(1) Within six months from the date of entry into force of this law, the Government shall adopt 
a regulation specifying the detailed conditions for refusing the entry of a foreigner into the 
Republic of Serbia as provided for in Article 15, paragraph (7) of this law. 
 
(2) At the proposal of the Minister of Internal Affairs, in case of determining special 
circumstances related to the unlawful presence of a larger number of foreign nationals on the 
territory of the Republic of Serbia, who cannot be returned to their country of origin due to the 
principle of non-refoulement or who cannot leave the Republic of Serbia due to circumstances 
beyond their control, the Government shall adopt a regulation regulating their tolerated 
presence on the territory of the Republic of Serbia with a limited period of application. 
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(3) The Minister responsible for internal affairs shall, within six months from the date of entry 
into force of this law, enact regulations on: 
 

1) the appearance of the refusal of entry into the Republic of Serbia form, the appearance 
of the approval of entry into the Republic of Serbia form, and the manner of entering 
data on refusal of entry into the foreigner's travel document as provided for in Article 
15, paragraph (5) of this law; 

2) the appearance of the visa refusal form at the border crossing as provided for in Article 
34, paragraph (7) of this law; 

3) the appearance of the form for refusing requests for visa extension as provided for in 
Article 35, paragraph (7) of this law; 

4) detailed conditions for granting temporary residence, the appearance of the temporary 
residence approval request, and the appearance and manner of entering the 
temporary residence sticker into the foreign travel document as provided for in Article 
43, paragraph (2) of this law; 

5) detailed conditions for granting permanent residence, the appearance of the 
permanent residence approval request, and the appearance and manner of entering 
the permanent residence sticker into the foreign travel document as provided for in 
Article 67, paragraph (9) of this law; 

6) the appearance of the entry ban stamp and the manner of entering the entry ban into 
the foreign travel document as provided for in Article 78, paragraph (6) of this law; 

7) detailed conditions and manner of implementing the forced removal of a foreigner as 
provided for in Article 81, paragraph (5) of this law; 

8) house rules and stay rules in reception centers as provided for in Article 91, paragraph 
(2) of this law; 

9) the appearance and manner of entering the mandatory residence into the foreigner's 
travel document as provided for in Article 93, paragraph (11) of this law; 

10) the appearance of the foreigner's passport issuance form and the procedure for issuing 
the foreigner's passport as provided for in Article 98, paragraph (3) of this law; 

11) the appearance of the foreigner's ID card and temporary foreigner's ID card issuance 
form as provided for in Article 104, paragraph (7) of this law; 

12) the appearance of the foreigner's residence report form, the manner of reporting the 
foreigner's residence, residential address, change of residential address, reporting and 
deregistration of the foreigner's residence as provided for in Article 111, paragraph (6) 
of this law. 
 

(4) The Minister responsible for foreign affairs shall, within six months from the date of entry 
into force of this law, enact regulations on: 
 
1) the appearance of the visa insertion form and the manner of entering the visa into the 

form as provided for in Article 24, paragraph (4) of this law; 
2) the appearance of the visa request form and the appearance of the stamp confirming the 

receipt of the visa request as provided for in Article 25, paragraph (9) of this law; 
3) the appearance and manner of entering the visa sticker into the foreign travel document as 

provided for in Article 32, paragraph (3) of this law; 
4) the appearance of the visa request refusal form as provided for in Article 36, paragraph (5) 

of this law; 
5) the appearance of the form for revoking or canceling a visa, as well as the manner of 

revoking and canceling a visa as provided for in Article 37, paragraph (7) of this law; 
6) the appearance and procedure for issuing a special ID card as provided for in Article 104, 

paragraph (7) of this law. 
 
(5) The Minister responsible for internal affairs, with the consent of the head of the state body 
responsible for the protection of the security of the Republic of Serbia and its citizens, shall, 
within six months from the date of entry into force of this law, enact regulations specifying the 
detailed conditions and procedures for submitting proposals for imposing an entry ban on a 
foreigner and monitoring and controlling the foreigner's entry and movement across the 
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territory of the Republic of Serbia as provided for in Article 115, paragraph (1), point 5) of this 
law. 
 

Article 125 
 
Procedures initiated before the entry into force of this law shall be completed in accordance 
with the provisions of the Law on Foreigners ("Official Gazette of RS", No. 97/08), unless it is 
more favorable for the foreigner to complete the procedure in accordance with the provisions 
of this law. 
 

Validity of regulations until new ones are adopted based on this law 
Article 126 

 
Regulations adopted based on the Law on Foreigners ("Official Gazette of RS", No. 97/08) 
shall remain in force until regulations repealing them are adopted, unless they are in conflict 
with the provisions of this law. 
 

Termination of the validity of certain laws 
Article 127 

 
Upon the commencement of the implementation of this law, the Law on Foreigners ("Official 
Gazette of RS", No. 97/08) shall cease to be valid. 
 

Entry into force of this law 
Article 128 

 
This law shall enter into force on the eighth day from the date of publication in the "Official 
Gazette of the Republic of Serbia," and shall become applicable six months from the date of 
entry into force. 
 
Independent provisions of the Law on Amendments and Supplements to the Law 

on Foreigners  
("Official Gazette of RS", No. 31/2019) 

Article 17 
 
Within six months from the date of entry into force of this law, the Government shall adopt a 
regulation specifying the criteria for determining categories of foreigners, as well as the 
categories of foreigners themselves as provided for in Article 4 of this law. 
 
The Minister responsible for internal affairs shall, within six months from the date of entry 
into force of this law, enact regulations on the detailed conditions for submitting requests for 
temporary residence approval electronically as provided for in Article 5, paragraph (5) of this 
law. 
 
The Minister responsible for foreign affairs shall, within six months from the date of entry into 
force of this law, enact regulations specifying the appearance of the form for requesting the 
issuance of a special ID card as provided for in Article 12 of this law. 
 
The Minister responsible for internal affairs and the Minister responsible for employment 
affairs shall, by mutual agreement, within six months from the date of entry into force of this 
law, enact regulations specifying the detailed conditions and procedures for submitting a 
unified permit request electronically, the detailed conditions for issuing a unified permit, as 
well as the appearance of the unified permit form as provided for in Article 6 of this law. 
 

Article 18 
 
This law shall enter into force on the eighth day from the date of publication in the "Official 
Gazette of the Republic of Serbia," except for the provisions of Article 1 and 5, which shall 
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come into effect on January 1, 2020, and the provisions of Article 6, which shall come into 
effect on December 1, 2020. 
 
Independent provisions of the Law on Amendments and Supplements to the Law 

on Foreigners  
("Official Gazette of RS", No. 62/2023) 

 
TRANSITIONAL AND FINAL PROVISIONS 

 
Article 51 

 
(1) Within six months from the date of entry into force of this law, the Government shall adopt 
a regulation on categories of foreigners, criteria, and detailed conditions for granting 
temporary residence to foreigners as provided for in Article 12, paragraph (3) of this law. 
 
(2) The Minister responsible for internal affairs shall, within six months from the date of entry 
into force of this law, enact regulations on: 
 

1) detailed conditions for granting temporary residence, the appearance of the temporary 
residence approval request, and the appearance of the temporary residence permit form 
as provided for in Article 15, paragraph (3) of this law; 

2) detailed conditions for granting permanent residence and the appearance of the 
permanent residence approval request as provided for in Article 28, paragraph (6) of 
this law; 

3) detailed conditions for submitting requests for granting permanent residence 
electronically as provided for in Article 31, paragraph (3) of this law. 

4) the form of a confirmation of seized funds, the form of a confirmation of costs of forced 
removal, and the method of calculating the costs of forced removal as provided for in 
Article 36, paragraph (10) of this law. 

 
(3) The Minister responsible for foreign affairs shall, within six months from the date of entry 
into force of this law, enact regulations specifying the appearance of the visa form in electronic 
format and detailed conditions for issuing visas in electronic format as provided for in Article 
8, paragraph (5) of this law. 
 
(4) The Minister responsible for internal affairs, the Minister responsible for employment 
affairs, and the Minister responsible for foreign affairs shall, by mutual agreement, within six 
months from the date of entry into force of this law, enact regulations specifying the detailed 
conditions for submitting visa requests electronically, the detailed conditions for granting 
visas, as well as the appearance and content of an invitation letter as provided for in Article 10, 
paragraph (2) of this law. 
 
(5) The Minister responsible for internal affairs and the Minister responsible for employment 
affairs shall, by mutual agreement, within six months from the date of entry into force of this 
law, enact regulations specifying the detailed conditions for submitting and processing unified 
permit requests electronically, the detailed conditions for issuing a unified permit, as well as 
the appearance of the unified permit form as provided for in Article 46b, paragraph (10) of this 
law. 
 

Article 52 
 
All procedures initiated before the entry into force of this law shall be completed by applying 
the regulations under which they were initiated, unless it is more favorable for the foreigner to 
complete the procedure in accordance with the provisions of this law. 
 

Article 53 
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Upon the commencement of the application of the regulations provided for in Article 12, 
paragraph (3), Article 15, paragraph (3), and Article 28, paragraph (6) of this law, the 
provisions of Article 43, paragraph (2), and 67, paragraph (9), and the provisions of Article 40, 
paragraphs (4) and (5) of the Law on Foreigners ("Official Gazette of RS", Nos. 24/18 and 
31/19) and regulations enacted based on these provisions shall cease to be valid. 
 

Article 54 
 
This law shall enter into force on the eighth day from the date of publication in the "Official 
Gazette of the Republic of Serbia," and the provisions of Article 1, paragraph (2), Article 8, 
paragraph (2), Article 9, Article 11, paragraph (3), Article 12, paragraph (2), Article 14, Article 
15, paragraph (1), Article 17, paragraphs (2) and (3), Article 19, Article 20, Article 22, Article 
23, paragraph (3), Article 24, paragraph (3), Article 28, paragraph (5), Article 31, paragraph 
(3), Article 37, Article 38, Article 40, Article 44, Article 45, paragraph (1), Article 46, Article 
49, paragraph (2), and Article 50, paragraphs (2), (3), and (7) of this law shall become 
applicable from February 1, 2024. 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 

LEGAL NOTICE: 
 

Stojković Attorneys is pleased to announce that we 

have, as of the beginning of 2024, arranged for the 

translation of the most recent and unamended version of 

the Serbian Law On Foreigners into English. This 

initiative has been undertaken to ensure that the 

English-speaking public and professionals from various 

fields have direct access to this significant piece of 

legislation. However, it is important to note that while we 

have made every effort to ensure the accuracy of this 

translation, we cannot assume responsibility for any 

discrepancies, incompleteness, or misinterpretations 

that may arise from it. Please be aware that this 

translation is provided solely for informational purposes 

and should not be considered a substitute for 

professional legal advice. 

 


